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NEWS AND

GREETINGS

FROM COUNCIL

It was a cold winter, and the news on the
economic front has been even cooler. However,
the weather is warming up and the District of
Central Saanich appears to be weathering the
economic downturn well — the outlook for the
future here is cautiously optimistic.

Council has been busy with orientation sessions,
annual strategic planning sessions and budget
meetings held in March and April. To encourage
a closer working relationship with the Tsartlip
and Tsawout First Nations we also held two
Community to Community Forums in March.

Partnerships are a priority, and the Tri-Municipal
Council meeting held February 2 is an example
of that commitment. Following the meeting, we
appointed a member to the Peninsula Committee
task force that will consider a range of potential
inter-municipal initiatives. These could include
economic development activities, as well as existing
services each municipality has been funding
separately, but which could garner savings if
the three communities funded those collectively.
The committee will consist of the Mayor, one
Councillor and the Chief Administrative Officer
from each municipality.

We're entering the new growing season, and we
hope a successful one, for our farming community.
To aid us in our quest to maintain a good bal-
ance between nature and our communities, the
District has applied for a provincial government
grant toward mosquito controls.

Finally, an appreciative thank you to our commu-
nity volunteers and everyone serving on our District
committees and commissions. We applaud your
initiative and effort to help our community!

Yea

MAY

.

To update larval database for salt marches, Council has
approved a sum of $5,800 to complete comprehensive larval
mapping surveys in 2009. This will consist of extensive ground
surveys in the spring and early summer. Upon the completion
of that update, Council has also approved an additional
$11,500 to provide for the necessary increased Field Biologist/

Applicator time.

The current mosquito control programme includes lands
within or adjacent to known mosquito development habitat,
such as the salt marshes from Island View Beach Regional Park

to Tsawout Indian Reserve No. 2.

INFORMATION FOR CENTRAI. SAANICH

MOSQUITO CONTROL

Spring brings sunshine and more outdoor activities, but it
also means it’s mosquito-breeding season. In this regard, and
with the threat of West Nile Virus, the District will continue its
mosquito control programme, in place for the past 20 years.
As it has for the past two years, the District of Central Saanich
has applied to the Union of BC Municipalities for funding
to offset costs for West Nile Risk Reduction Prevention as
well as for the West Nile Risk Reduction Prevention Larvicide
programme, and is currently awaiting approvals.

pr can
residents help?

* Manage stagnant
and non-flowing
‘waters to minimize
their use as sources
for mosquito
development.

» Restore the flow
through manmade
ditches or ponds
and remove or
regularly drain
containers such
as tires, livestock
‘watering troughs,
barrels, uneovered
‘or unused pools o1
beats and canoes.

WEST NILE VIRUS

* Mosquitoes become infected by
biting infected birds. Mosquitoes
that bite both birds and people
can spread West Nile virus (WNv)
to people.

¢ WNv is not spread by direct
person-to-person or animal-
to-person contact.

e About 20 per cent of people who
actually become infected will develop
illnesses with fever or one or more
of the WNv symptoms. Most sufferers
recover within a week or so. About
1 per cent of those infected may
develop more serious illnesses
affecting the nervous system.

e Horses bitten by infected mosquitoes
can become seriously ill and die. The
effectiveness of a vaccine previously in
use for horses is now in question. Cattle
do not appear to be affected, but wean-
ing pigs may be susceptible. Reports of
infected dogs and cats are rare.

e If you see a dead corvid (crow, raven,
jay) please call the Vancouver Island
Health Authority at 250-370-8120
or visit http://westnile.bccdc.org/

e Advice about symptoms of WNv
is available from the BC NurseLine
by calling 1-866-215-4700.

» More information can be found
on the District’s website —
www.centralsaanich.ca — under
the Advisories and News link.
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ENGINEERING NEWS

CENTRAL SAANICH TO GO GREEN

Central Saanich Council received a draft report on its
Integrated Stormwater Management Plan (ISMP), compiled
by WorleyParsons Komex Resources & Energy, the recommen-
dations from which Council will consider in 2009. The plan
proposes to introduce further environmentally friendly man-
agement initiatives for controlling storm water quantities and
improving the stormwater quality discharge from individual
properties. This would include a wide variety of options for
the District and for individual property owners to pursue. The
establishment of a “Healthy Watersheds” Advisory Group was
also one of the recommendations.

LOCALMOTION GRANT

The District was successful in securing a $575,000 LocalMotion
grant from the province. This grant will assist in the upgrade and
construction of bicycle lanes on both sides of the road along East
Saanich Road between Polo Park and the North Saanich border,
as well as a separate walking path along one side of East Saanich
Road. Tenders for the work are anticipated to go out this spring.

EAST SAANICH ROAD RECONSTRUCTION

A project to reconstruct 2.72 km of East Saanich Road, from
Island View Road north to Cultra Avenue, will begin later
this year with the design and public input process. At an
estimated cost of $7 million (Central Saanich’s portion being
$2.33 million, with the balance funded through federal and
provincial government grants), the project will see 2.72 km
of East Saanich Road repaved and widened to accommodate
the addition of bicycle lanes on both sides along the entire
route, sidewalks with curbs along both sides of the urban
section and the addition of sidewalks along one side of the
rural section. Construction is anticipated to begin in 2010,
span three years and provide an estimated 109,000 hours of
short-term employment.

ROAD GETS ‘KEENE’ NAME

What’s in a name? Confusion, if there are roads in nearby
municipalities with the same one. Council has reconsidered
the name “Devonshire Road” in Brentwood Bay, as there is
a “Devonshire Road” in the municipality of Esquimalt. As a
result, Council has now officially named “Devonshire Road”
“Keene Way”, after former area resident Captain (Bob) Robert
William Keene.

COMMUNITY ENERGY PLAN

The District’s plans to be a leading light have been taken liter-
ally. As one of the first steps, and in keeping with the intent
of the new Community Energy Plan (CEP), new, more efficient
lighting was installed in the Cultural Centre and Centennial
Park Fieldhouse at the end of March. The new lighting is
expected to reap savings sufficient to repay the initial invest-
ment within three years.

The retrofitting cost for the two sites was $17,300. BC Hydro
rebates of $7,300 offset that cost, for a net cost of $10,000.

This is just one of the action plans coming from the CEP.
Overall, the District of Central Saanich has approved six ini-
tiatives, and a number of action plans, to put the new CEP in
motion. Staff is developing criteria, which may lead to bylaws,
that will ensure new standards of energy efficiency are met
in both new and existing buildings; that alternative energy
supplies and transportation options are encouraged; and that
energy efficiencies of municipal operations are implemented.

Other possible new initiatives coming from the Plan will
include the promotion of Zero Emission Electric Vehicles
(ZEV), and Council has also approved the purchase of a hybrid
vehicle for the Public Words equipment fleet in 2009. The
Public Works Yard is now exploring the option of renting fuel
efficient (660 cc motor) and electric vehicles (Might-F trucks)
in the Public Works division this year.

TREES FOR TOMORROW

The District received $50,000 in provincial funding from the
Trees for Tomorrow programme for the Fast Saanich Road
Greenway project. The project is an opportunity to raise aware-
ness of the benefits provided by trees and other native plants, and
will involve community members. Along with municipal parks
staff, students of Camosun College will be involved with the tree
planting, and in leading groups of elementary students. One of
the project objectives is to expand the municipal forest cover.
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THE FULL COUNCIL ACENDA PACKACGE IS AVAILABLE AT THE MUNICIPAL HALL AND THE CENTRAL SAANICH LIBRARY.




NEW VOLUNTEERS
WILL SERVE DISTRICT

Welcome to the District’s newest group of volunteers. Sincere
thanks go to all those who have served the community so well
over the past few years.

School Board

Two representatives were acclaimed to serve Central Saanich
on the board of School District 63, Edith Loring-Kuhanga
and Elsie McMurphy. Out-going member is Peter Garnham.

CS Police Board
Two representatives, Steven Garner and Cathy Ounsted,
have been re-appointed for another term.

Peninsula Recreation Commission
Carl Jensen has been re-appointed for another term
on the Commission.

Saanich Peninsula Water Commission
and Wastewater Committee

Murray Matheson is returning to serve for another
year on these committees.

Advisory Planning Commission

Three new volunteers will be at the APC table: Alicia Cormier,
Lisa Lapointe, and Robert Thompson (Chair). Reappointed

is Michael P. Robinson. Out-going members are Harminder S.
Dhanowa, Richard Isner, and Rhonda Korol.

Board of Variance
Returning for another term are Elaine Hodgson,
David Malor and Robert Viggers.

Family Court and Youth Justice
Committee of Victoria

Daleen Thomas has been named to the committee.
Out-going member is Elaine Hodgson.

Thanks to Chris Gosling, who served in 2008 on the
Peninsula Agricultural Commission; Frank Witthoeft,
who served on the Victoria Airport Authority Noise
Management Committee; and Eric Lofroth and Dale
Quarry, who were on the OCP Steering Committee.

PictureBC

Picture this — Central Saanich showcased online for the whole
world to enjoy.

PictureBC
Municipalities (UBCM), Knowledge Network and the Province
of BC highlighting images that capture the essence of British
Columbia and share them worldwide. Josh McCullough
was the photographer for Central Saanich, In keeping with
PictureBC's format, six photos were selected to represent the
District. A short written script alongside the images also encap-
sulates the area. To have a look, visit www.picturebce.ca.

is a website sponsored by the Union of BC

YOU DON’T HAVE TO ROAM

Looking for perfect produce? You don’t have to go further afield than
the Saanich Peninsula to find it. Farmgate sales and country markets
will soon be open, offering a plethora of vegetables, berries, fruits, eggs
— and some surprisingly exotic fruits and veggies — grown right here.
To highlight what’s available on the Peninsula, there is a Harvest Feast
planned for October by the Direct Farm Marketing Association that will
provide an entire meal, with everything grown on farms on the Saanich
Peninsula. Watch for more information.

Central Saanich is also an entertaining place to be. Each weekend
throughout the spring and summer there are many events happening,
right here in your own community. Check out the Calendar of Events
on page 4 for a partial listing. Activities enjoyed by so many are offered
through the efforts of a few volunteers. These groups are always looking
for new people to help out; it’s fun and it’s a great way to meet new
friends and learn more about your own community. Get involved!

HOG ONLINE

The District’s website is more interactive than ever. Recent upgrades to
the site now allow residents to not only access valuable information
— Council Minutes, new initiatives such as the Community Energy
Plan, Official Community Plan, burning bylaw, animal control issues
and more — you can also apply for your Home Owner Grant online.
From mid-May to December 31, go to the website and select “Claim
Home Owner Grant” on the Quick Links of the home page.

Visit the website and have a look. You'll be surprised at the information
available at your fingertips — www.centralsaanich.ca.

BUILDING PERMITS CHANGE

Tough economic times are making it very difficult for some families across the Greater Victoria area to find housing. Recognizing that,
Council amended the Building Permit requirements by eliminating Permit fees for those in Central Saanich who wish to legalize existing
suites or build new suites in their homes. After a one-year trial, District staff will revisit the success of this move, and report to Council on

how many residents have taken advantage of this cost-saving measure,

Central Saanich residents could be eligible for financial assistance to create or upgrade a secondary rental suite. Contact CMHC Vancouver
to ask about its Residential Rehabilitation Assistance Program: 1-800-639-3938 or visit www.cmhe-schl.ge.ca/en/co/prfinas/prfinas_002.cfm

CLICK ON THE DISTRICT’'S USER-FRIENDLY WEBSITE AT WWW.CENTRALSAANICH.CA TO CHECK OUT THE LATEST NEWS







