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PURPOSE  
 
This policy guides the approval and installation of art projects in public spaces within the District of Central 
Saanich.  

 
APPLICATION 
  
This policy applies to the commissioning, selection, and implementation of all public art projects within the 
District.  

 
DEFINITIONS 
 
“Public Art” means art or craftwork in the form of sculptures, statues, wall murals, paintings, street furniture, 
monuments, fountains, play structures, or signage that is designed or created by an individual(s) to enhance the 
appearance, give character or beautify a public site. 
 
“Public space” means: 

i. all lands owned and/or leased by the District of Central Saanich, including all easements, 
statutory rights of way, etc.; 

ii. all road allowances; and 
iii. any face of a building that abuts or is within 1.0 metres of any District-owned and/or leased 

property, including all easements, road allowances and statutory rights of way. 
 

POLICY 
 
Guiding Principles of the Public Art Policy: 
 

• Supports the commission or acquisition and display of the arts in outdoor areas including parks and 
streets and at municipal buildings. 

• Values the role that artists play in the community and supports artistic excellence, creativity and 
diversity. 

• Considers the natural, social and built environment of the District in the commission, acquisition and 
installation of art projects. 

• Considers accessibility of art projects on public spaces and ensures the public has free access to the 
space. 
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• Respects the Indigenous heritage of the community and welcomes the incorporation of First Nations 
art and sacred symbols of their culture. 

• Ensures that the implementation process follows established policies, guidelines and procedures, and 
is inclusive and transparent to the public. 
 

Policy: 
1. Council may commission or consider donations of art works for installation on public space. 
2. The District encourages art work that is of the highest standards and is deemed relevant and meaningful 

to the community, through the reflection of its culture, character, history and traditions. 
3. All artists will have the opportunity to submit proposals for public art projects, with due consideration 

given to local artists (residing or doing business in the District of Central Saanich), including those from 
the local First Nations. 

4. In recognition of the significance of their art and cultural contributions to the community, WSÁNEĆ 
artists creating art in the WSÁNEĆ tradition will be given priority in the evaluation and selection 
processes. 

5. When working with WSÁNEĆ artists the District will collaborate with the WSÁNEĆ Leadership Council to 
co-develop interpretive signage about the meaning of the piece, the culture, and history. 

6. All procurement practices and purchases will comply with fair procurement principles. 
7. Decisions on public art acquisition and installation will be guided by the relevant master plan, if 

applicable. 
8. Evaluation of submissions will be based on pre-established criteria. 
9. Budget for the art works will include acquisition, unveiling ceremonies as appropriate, regular 

maintenance and refurbishment, and signage. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
1. Corporate Officer or delegate 

• administers the public art policy; 

• develops scope and terms of reference, including budgets, for public art projects; 

• issues notice of the opportunities to artists; 

• coordinates review process, supported by internal and external advisors, and provides information for 
decisions on public art acquisition and related processes; 

• provides advice to the CAO and Council and acts as a resource to all District staff on the subject of 
public art; 

• communicates with appropriate departments to advise of projects and processes and seek assistance 
with implementation of approved art works; 

• communicates with artists, WSÁNEĆ Leadership Council and other relevant individuals and 
organizations on the acquisition and implementation of the work; and  

• informs the public of public art projects through the District website and social media. 

2. Council:  

• approve expenditures via the annual Financial Planning process or in individual project budgets for 
public art acquisition, ongoing maintenance, and interpretive signage where required.  

3. Public Works: 



 

Policy: Public Art Policy Policy No.  22-ADMN 

Department: Administration 

 

 

Page 3 of 3 
 
 

• conduct installation and maintain public art works, where applicable. 
 
As adopted by Council on September 11, 2023 

 

 

Related Documents:  

• WSÁNEĆ Leadership Council Art Protocol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


