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BUILDING A STRONGER COMMUNITY FOR 
TOMORROW BY WORKING TOGETHER TODAY
You will notice a theme in this newsletter of planning for the future—whether 
it be adapting to the region’s housing demand, a changing climate or how to 
prepare for extreme weather events and emergencies. 

In fact, it was this time last year we started a conversation about housing 
demand, which continues to grow, and how to address this in our community 
in a desirable manner—one that provides the types of housing options we 
need and preserves our agricultural land. We look forward to hearing from 
you on the drafted guidelines, which will be presented for public comment in 
June both online and at open houses (see page 2).

Looking to the future means working on reducing our community’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. We continue to apply for grants to support needed 
infrastructure and programs, and we’re seeing the results of this work come  
to fruition with exciting new opportunities—particularly for a small community 
like ours to be a part of.

As a community, responding to unforeseen events is also going to be of 
increasing importance. We saw the importance of this during Snowmageddon 
and want to thank the community as well as our staff for the response.

You might notice the other thread running through the issues we are tackling: 
working together—we cannot solve these issues in isolation, and we will 
benefit the most when government, residents, businesses and community 
organizations work together.

FROM YOUR COUNCILMESSAGE

Community-shared cars come to Central Saanich

During an extreme event, you may not have 
access to important services, such as water, 
electricity and grocery stores, and even 
medical aid may be delayed. Your emergency 
kit should contain food, water and supplies 
for a minimum of 7 days. Learn more about 
preparedness and register for public safety 
alerts at csaanich.ca/get-prepared or contact 
the fire department at 250.544.4238.

Emergency kits 

You’ll soon see Modo cars on the road in Central Saanich. The shared cars 
are ideal for those who don’t own a vehicle, or a household that needs an 
extra one on occasion. Once a member of Modo, the rates include gas, 
insurance, maintenance and parking privileges and are as low as $5/hour, 
$50/day and $15 max between 9 p.m. and 7 a.m. By June, two vehicles will 
be located in Saanichton Village and Brentwood Bay. 

Members receive a fob for the vehicles, and simply pick up and return them 
to the same location. The gas vehicles have fuel cards in them; Modo asks 
users to ensure the tank is never left at less than a quarter full by using the 
pre-paid fuel cards to gas up. The minimum booking time is 30 minutes and 
the maximum you can book online is 10 days. To learn more or join Modo, 
just visit www.modo.coop.

In the event of an emergency, we know how 
critical it is that neighbours work together. 
Tsawout and Tsartlip First Nations and the 
District of Central Saanich met on May 1 
for a Community to Community Forum to 
discuss recent joint training and to review 
our integrated preparedness plans.

In it together 

http://centralsaanich.ca
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/get-prepared


The District has been drafting policy and design guidelines to 
help shape future housing needs in Central Saanich. These 
will ultimately be incorporated into our Official Community 
Plan to guide our community for the next 20 years. This work 
incorporates feedback heard during public consultation last 

spring—many residents talked of wanting carriage homes 
and small lot infill, particularly for young families and 
seniors; we also heard about wanting to maintain green 
space, walkability, privacy and addressing parking needs (to 
name a few).

REVIEW DRAFT POLICY AND GUIDELINES FOR INFILL HOUSING

Changes to ALR farmland use 
As of February 22, 2019, the province has implemented 
new restrictions on what can be built on farmland. 
Land in the ALR may have no more than one residence,  
subject to certain grandfathering exceptions, and the total 
floor area of a new principal residence must be 500m²  
(5,382 ft²) or less.  Applications for larger principal dwellings,  
or for second dwellings, would be through the new 
“application for a non-adhering residential use” process. 
There are also changes to soil placement or removal on 
ALR properties; you can learn more at www.alc.gov.bc.ca. 

Supporting farm worker accommodations 
Farmers in the District have expressed a need to provide 
their employees with safe, affordable accommodations close 
to their farming operations. Although the Agricultural Land 
Commission needs to approve farm worker accommodations 
on agricultural (ALR) lands, we are developing temporary 
accommodations guidelines for farmers so they have a clear 
path to follow as they develop an application.

What do you think? You can review the guidelines and provide 
feedback online at LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/farming.

LEARN MORE AT THE OPEN HOUSE!
• Review the draft guidelines for farm worker

accommodations in Central Saanich
• Learn more about the Agricultural Land Commission

changes
• Ask questions of the Fire Chief about open air burning

Please join us Tuesday, May 28, 2019, from 3-7 p.m. at 
Fire Hall #1 on Keating Cross Road.

CURRENT AGRICULTURAL TOPICS

OPEN HOUSES - LET’S TALK HOUSING

Thursday, June 13, 4-8 p.m. – Municipal Hall, 1903 Mount Newton 
Cross Road

Saturday, June 22, noon-4 p.m. – Cultural Centre, 1209 Clarke Road

Can’t make it? You can still attend the virtual open houses online at 
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/housing to review and comment.

http://letstalkcentralsaanich.ca/farming
https://letstalkcentralsaanich.ca/housing
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If you are a property owner, you can expect your tax notice by mail 
around the end of May. If you have not received your tax notice by 
early June, please contact us at 250.544.4206.

Remember to pay by July 2, 2019 to avoid a
10% penalty on your property taxes. 

New this year: Home Owner Grants 
must be claimed online
Once you receive your tax notice, please claim your Home Owner 
Grant at www.mycentralsaanich.ca. Don’t have computer access? 
Anyone with your permission, as your agent, can apply for the  
Home Owner Grant on your behalf. Having trouble? We can help.  
Call 250.544.4206 for assistance. CRD residents can now access up to $3,350 in 

rebates for switching from a fossil fuel-powered 
(oil, natural gas or propane) home heating 
system to an electric air-source heat-pump 
through the EfficiencyBC program and CRD top-
up. Incentives will be approved on a first come 
first serve basis, while quantities last. See 
csaanich.ca/greenyourhome for information on 
how to apply.

Tax notices arriving in May 

Central Saanich to benefit 
from Climate Action Specialist
We’re thrilled to welcome our new Climate Action 
Specialist to support the District’s climate action 
strategy. This term position is generously funded 
by the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 

Grant will deliver local 
residential retrofit strategy 
In Central Saanich, buildings are the second 
largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions. 
We are working with other local governments 
to develop programs to accelerate residential 
energy upgrades.  The work is funded by a grant 
from the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 
In the meantime residents are encouraged 
to check out www.efficiencyBC.ca for local 
residential renovation incentives. 

What we heard

Are you interested in following up on a recent project? You can 
find projects, subscribe for updates, read What We Heard reports 
and more on Let’s Talk, Central Saanich.

LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca

Public input is a critical part of decision making, and we thank you 
for providing your feedback!

Incentives increased for 
heat pumps!

CLIMATE ACTION

July
2

Fire Station Goes Solar
Fire Station #1 on Keating Cross Road will have solar 
panels installed this summer, making it capable of 
being a net-zero, or energy-neutral, building. 

http://centralsaanich.ca
http://csaanich.ca/greenyourhome
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca


CONNECT WITH 
CENTRAL SAANICH

follow @csaanich on twitter

municipal.hall@csaanich.cacentralsaanich.ca

See the Community Events Calendar 
on our website.

GOIN’ ON AROUND TOWN

250.652.4444

Open house: Agricultural Topics 
Tuesday, May 28, 3-7 p.m.                        
Fire Station #1, Keating Cross Road

Can’t make it? You can still attend the 
virtual open house online at 
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/farming

 Open houses: Let’s Talk Housing
Thursday, June 13, 4-8 p.m. – Municipal 
Hall, 1903 Mount Newton Cross Road

Saturday, June 22, noon-4 p.m. – Cultural 
Centre, 1209 Clarke Road

Can’t make it? You can still attend the  
virtual open houses online at 
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/housing to 
review and comment.

What recreation programs and 
services would you like to see in 
Central Saanich?  
Panorama Recreation would like to know! 
Visit panoramarecreation.ca or Let’s Talk 
Central Saanich (LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca) 
during the month of May and complete a 
quick survey that will help guide Panorama’s 
future planning.

Bike to Work Week 
May 27-June 2   
This national event started in 
Victoria 25 years ago this year!

Yoga in the Park, Jul 9-Aug 27  
Enjoy a free outdoor yoga session in 
Pioneer Park in Brentwood Bay. Provided 
through Panorama Recreation, all levels 
are welcome; please bring a mat. Weather 
dependent. Children under 12 years require 
parent supervision. Offered in collaboration 
with Play in the Park.

Central Saanich businesses are thriving thanks 
to a supportive community, the Keating Business 
Park and our convenient location by the highway, 
airport and ferries. 

Whether you’re opening a home business or  
thinking about relocating a large operation,  
you may be wondering what inspections, permits 
and licences you require. Our Planning and 
Building Services department is happy to answer 
any questions you may have by email at planning@
csaanich.ca or by phone at 250.544.4209. 

Starting a business in 
Central Saanich 

The Saanich Peninsula Chamber of Commerce 
is expanding its service with a set of new events 
available to anyone interested. These include 
workshops, conferences, career education at 
local schools, and more commercial- or industry-
focused tours. This expanded work is supported by 
the three Peninsula municipalities. 

Peninsula municipalities team 
up to support local businesses 

http://centralsaanich.ca
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/our-community/meeting-events
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/farming
http://letstalkcentralsaanich.ca/housing 
https://www.crd.bc.ca/panorama
http://letstalkcentralsaanich.ca

