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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

WHEREAS Central Saanich council has given three readings to Cordova Spit Park Reservation 
Removal Bylaw No. 1962, 2018 which proposes to remove park use dedications made by the 
Council of the District of Saanich in 1928 in respect to portions of Cordova Spit Park, and by 
the Council of the District of Central Saanich in 1974 in respect of all of the Cordova Spit Park;   

  

AND WHEREAS council cannot adopt Bylaw No. 1962, 2018  until the approval of the electors 
has been obtained;  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Corporate Officer undertake an alternative approval 
process to determine the opinion of the electors with regard to the matter; 

 

AND THAT IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED that 30 days for submitting elector response forms is 
established. 

 

BACKGROUND: 
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Staff have been instructed to prepare the necessary processes for council's consideration 
and/or undertaking in order to return Tixen (Cordova Spit) lands to the Tsawout First Nation. 
This report provides the overview of one of the multi-step processes that include: 

  

1. Updating the Official Community Plan (OCP) schedules to remove reference of Tixen 
(Cordova Spit) as parkland and associated uses through and OCP amendment bylaw; 

2. Removing the highway dedication and lot lines to the 1913 subdivision Plan 1800 via a 
highway dedication removal bylaw and consolidation of parcels; 

3. Removing the park dedications to the Cordova Spit Park (Tixen) through a park 
dedication removal bylaw; and 

4. Undertaking an Alternative Approval Process as a step prior to considering adoption of 
the park dedication removal bylaw. 

  

This staff report is to provide details on undertaking the Alternative Approval Process 
associated with the park dedication removal bylaw. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

The Community Charter requires that council provide an opportunity for the electorate (i.e. 
voters) to provide their consent to the adoption of a bylaw that would remove parkland 
dedication to the Cordova Spit Park (Tixen). On June 25 Council instructed staff to bring forward 
the appropriate reports for undertaking an Alternative Approval Process (AAP) to obtain 
electoral assent in order to remove the parkland dedication. An AAP enables Central Saanich to 
directly engage citizens about the removal of the parkland dedication. 

  

Should council adopt the resolution that forms part of the staff recommendation to this report, 
eligible electors will have 30 days from the publication of the second notice (a statutory public 
notice that will be published providing details) to submit elector response forms to the local 
government Corporate Officer during an AAP. Should 10% or more of the eligible electors sign 
and submit response forms, Central Saanich council cannot proceed with removing the 
parkland dedication without first holding an assent vote (i.e. referendum). 

  

Council could consider as an alternative to the AAP seeking electoral assent through a stand-
alone referendum or including a question to be posed in the form of a referendum during the 
general local government elections in October. Unlike a referendum, the proposed AAP will 
provide electors 30 days to express their opinion and submit their response forms – rather than 
being limited to appearing in person on two or three designated days or having only the two 
required opportunities (advance voting and general voting day) to cast a ballot during assent 
voting.  The AAP process also offers increased convenience over assent voting in the manner in 
which eligible electors are able to communicate their views: by signing a petition-style form; 
dropping off a response form at city hall; or, gathering signed response forms from other 
eligible electors and submitting them to the Corporate Officer for those electors who are 
unable to do so in person. 
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CONCLUSION: 

The AAP process includes providing notice of council's intention of adopting the Park Removal 
Dedication bylaw and 30 days with which to respond. To meet the statutory requirement for 
notification, a notice with details will be published in the local newspaper over two consecutive 
editions. Following the second publication, the 30 day period for electoral response begins. It is 
estimated that results of the AAP will brought before council at the end of August, beginning of 
September. 

 

  

I concur with the recommendation contained in 
this report 

Liz Cornwell 

Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
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