
 

 

 

June 30, 2021                         File No. 0400-30 

 

Adam Olsen, MLA 

215-2506 Beacon Avenue 

Sidney, BC V8L 4T9 

 

Heidi Hartman, Regional Director 

Vancouver Island Region Office, BC Housing 

Suite 201-3440 Douglas Street 

Victoria, BC V8Z 3L5 

 

Dear MLA Olsen and Ms. Hartman: 

 

Re: Supportive Housing Project at 1909 Prosser Road 
 

The District of Central Saanich (the District) Council is requesting that BC Housing and MLA Olsen facilitate a 

meeting between the Minister Responsible for Housing, Ministry of Housing Senior Administration, BC Housing 

representatives, MLA Olsen, and representatives from the District of Central Saanich to:  

 

1. Re-affirm the District’s interest in informing the creation of the required Community Action Committee prior 
to selection of a Housing Provider in order to facilitate local discussions as soon as possible; 

2. Re-affirm the District’s interest in working with BC Housing to draft a Good Neighbour Policy for the Prosser 
Road supportive housing project designed to ensure the successful, long-term management of the project 
and establish stronger relationships with the neighbourhood, prior to the facility becoming operational; 

3. Express concern around the District’s and regions capacity to facilitate housing for individuals in immediate 
crisis and therefore not set people and the project up to fail; and 

4. To determine a preferential, but not exclusive, outcome for housing residents which meet at least one of the 
following three individual profiles: 
a. Stabilized Individuals. Individuals who are working on achieving employment and looking for a secure 

and drug-free environment to transition from an at-risk environment; 
b. Local and First Nations Residents. Residents from the Saanich Peninsula who have been displaced due to 

a lack of housing and appropriate treatment who are looking to return to a more familiar neighbourhood 
for support; and 

c. Seniors Supportive Housing. As defined in the BC Housing website, senior’s supportive housing would 
mean seniors with higher acuity who are looking for a safe and substance-free environment to transition 
from an at-risk environment. 

 

Council is concerned around the region’s capacity to facilitate this supportive housing since the District and the 

Saanich Peninsula have limited local resources and primary services to assist individuals with significant 

immediate needs. For example, 

 Island Health designates Saanich Peninsula Hospital as a rural healthcare unit; 

 The Saanich Peninsula Hospital is a seniors-focused hospital with very limited mental health and addictions 
services; 
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 The Province of BC recently announced the elimination of the overnight ambulance service at the Saanich 
Peninsula Hospital location; and 

 The District’s community police department is only resourced with a limited number of overnight on-duty 
officers. 

 

The District’s Mayor and Council respectfully ask that you consider the concerns outlined in this letter and work 

with us to facilitate the requested meeting. Please contact our Chief Administrative Officer, Christine Culham at 

250.544.4201 or christine.culham@csaanich.ca if you have any questions in this regard.  

 

 
Sincerely, 

Mayor Ryan Windsor 

 

mailto:christine.culham@csaanich.ca

