
Our Council is looking forward to 
what’s in store in 2023 as we embark 
on a new four-year Council term. 
We had an opportunity during the 
recent election to hear about what is 
important to you. With this fresh in 
our minds, we look forward to getting 
to work. 
We will kick off the new term, as we 
always do, by launching a Citizen 
Satisfaction Survey to be conducted 
by a research firm. The data will help 
Council determine our goals and 
priorities for this term.
In the spring, Council will create a 
four-year strategic plan. We know that 
it will include road safety and active 
transportation, the Climate Leadership 
Plan and housing. What else it may 
focus on and the specific projects 
ahead will be determined in the 
coming months.
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We acknowledge and thank the WSÁNEĆ people on whose traditional territory we live, play, learn and grow. 

The Budget is more than numbers; it 
is about parks, emergency services, 
climate action and many other services 
that impact our community. 
The Draft 2023 Budget is now published, 
and we want your input. This important 
plan lays out the projects ahead as well 
as the dollars behind them.
The plan strives to ensure the services 
support a great quality of life in Central 
Saanich while managing your tax dollars 
responsibly.
Does the draft 2023 budget reflect your 
priorities? Your feedback will be shared 
with staff and Council as they finalize 
the plan.

LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Budget2023

Have your say about 2023 service planning 

Just love budgets? Join us for presentations to Council (all meetings begin 
at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers at Municipal Hall):

Read the plan highlights and complete the survey (open until 
March 1)

Tune in for a brief presentation and Q&A Thursday, January 
19, 7:00-7:45 p.m. online (see LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/
Budget2023 to register)

Join staff for coffee and a chance to ask questions one-on-one 
Thursday, January 19, 10:00-11:00 a.m. at The Empourium, 
7103 West Saanich Rd

February 6 – Budget introduction and public feedback to date
February 21 – Operations presentations
March 14 – Final review and public input summary

Get involved from home or in personWhat services are 
important to you? We’re 
inviting you to tell us.

There will be many opportunities 
to have your say about upcoming 
projects, including our 2023 service 
plans and financial plan, which you can 
learn more about on our engagement  

site, LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca. Please 
get involved where possible—your 
ideas matter. We look forward to the 
opportunity to work with one another 
and with you. 

Top row: Councillors Graham, Newton, King and Paltiel 
Bottom row: Councillor Thompson, Mayor Windsor, Councillor Riddell

https://letstalkcentralsaanich.ca/budget2023
https://letstalkcentralsaanich.ca/
https://letstalkcentralsaanich.ca/budget2023


The Draft OCP is nearing completion, and we encourage you to get involved. The latest 
updates are based on input received recently from the community, stakeholders, your Council 
and the OCP Advisory Committee. 

What’s next?
In early 2023 staff will present Council with a final draft. A Public Hearing will be scheduled 
before the Plan is adopted. 

Register for project newsletters at LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/OCP

Climate Action
Business EV Charger Grant
Central Saanich's new Business Electric Vehicle Charger 
Grant offers up to 50 per cent of the overall cost of a 
Level 2 charging station (to a max of $5,000 per station).
Businesses in the communities of Central Saanich, 
Tsartlip and Tsawout First Nations, as well as not-for-
profit organizations that provide a public service within 
the District can apply.
To learn more, visit CSaanich.ca/EVchargergrant.

The District is making good progress since 
adopting its first Active Transportation 
Plan in 2021. In 2022: three projects 
were completed (Keating School Zone, 
Brentwood School Zone and Benvenuto 

Pathway), over $700,000 in grant funding was received, 
a wayfinding signage strategy got underway, and the 
District began collecting a portion of taxes for active 
transportation infrastructure.

This year we are kicking off some BIG 
projects! 
• Saanich Cross Road A sidewalk will be installed 

from East Saanich to Central Saanich Road in 2023.
• Wallace Drive bike lane (from West Saanich to 

Stelly’s Cross Road) – This is the most requested 
project by the community and will provide a 
needed bike route from Brentwood to Saanichton. 
The conceptual design will begin in 2023 with 
construction expected to start by the end of 2023. 
This work is expected to coincide with a sewer 
replacement project along the road.

• Mt Newton pathway (from Pat Bay highway to 

Saanichton) – This is another high priority of the 
Active Transportation Plan. Conceptual designs are 
underway and public consultation will take place in 
early spring with construction expected in 2024.

• Central Saanich pathway (from Mt Newton going 
south) – With designs in the works, the public will 
be invited to view and comment on the project in 
early spring; construction is expected in 2024.

• Saanichton Village bike lane and sidewalk 
improvements – The conceptual design phase will 
begin this year with construction in 2024.

• Bus stop improvements – The District works with 
BC Transit to install or improve about two bus 
shelters a year. The location is determined by BC 
Transit based on ridership and other factors. 

• Active transportation wayfinding – The District 
has designed improved signage to help cyclists and 
pedestrians navigate the District easily and safely. 
Implementation will be subject to funding from 
grants and room in future District budgets.

For these and other active transportation updates, 
please see CSaanich.ca/ActiveTransportation.

Is your home heated by fossil fuel?
You may be eligible for  0% financing to switch from 
a fossil fuel heating system, such as oil, natural gas or 
propane, to an electric heat pump. 
Contact us at climate@csaanich.ca  
or 250.652.5789 
Learn more: CSaanich.ca/HomeHeating

 

Draft OCP  reaches final stages

Active transportation update
Wallace Drive, Mt Newton Cross road among projects! 

https://letstalkcentralsaanich.ca/ocp
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/business-economy/business-ev-charger-grant
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/programs-services/climate-action/building-efficiency-rebates
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/programs-services/active-transportation


Tips to prepare for winter storms
1. Winterize your home

• Turn off exterior faucets
• Insulate walls and attics, weather-strip doors and windows
• Clean gutters and add gutter guards

2. Check your emergency kit in your home and vehicle. 
3. Limit your time outdoors. 
4. Plan for safe snow clearing

• Vigorous exercise and 
cold temperatures 
can cause high blood 
pressure and accelerated 
heart rates

• Keep sidewalk fronting your property clear of snow
• Many community members have difficulty clearing snow 

and ice. Lend a hand if you can.
5. Check on your neighbours
6. Inspect your chimney or flue
7. Stay informed by monitoring weather updates.

See CSaanich.ca/GetPrepared for more tips and resources.

Though the rain is here, the best time to FireSmart your 
property is right now. 
Wildfire hazards can be reduced by following simple, 
preventative steps like adding a few FireSmart actions to 
regular yard work routines. 
If you’re a homeowner within wildland or a wooded area, 
contact FireSmart Coordinator, Ryan Vantreight, for a free 
hazard assessment; visit CSFiresmart.ca for details.

Common risks of winter weather
• Car accidents and stranded motorists
• Slips and falls 
• Lack of basic supplies including medications
• Roof collapse or home damage
• Falls from heights (e.g. clearing the roof)
• Hypothermia and frostbite
• Being struck by falling objects
• Risks due to downed power lines 
• Exhaustion, exposure or dehydration
• Injuries while shovelling snow;
• Flooding
• Fire from emergency heating or lighting

Prepare for winter 
Preparing now will help you stay safe

Reducing wildfire risk starts at home 
Central Saanich FireSmart program offering free property assessments

Help us help you
Mark your driveway with a reflective address sign

You're invited! 
FireSmart Open House
Learn about the FireSmart program and have a tour 
of Fire Station 1, 1512 Keating Cross Road.

Wednesday, January 18, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.  

In an emergency, every second counts. A few minutes may be too late in a medical 
emergency or fire. The quicker Central Saanich Fire Department can reach your home in 
a crisis, the faster they can help. After nightfall or in adverse weather conditions, it can be 
challenging to identify a house or locate a particular driveway, especially in rural areas.
Order your sign today for $65.
Contact 250.544.4238,email fdadmin@csaanich.ca or visit CSaanich.ca/addresssign.

https://www.centralsaanich.ca/programs-services/emergency-services/get-prepared
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/fire/firesmart
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/programs-services/fire/safety-education/reflective-address-sign-program


Municipal.Hall@CSaanich.ca

CentralSaanich.ca250.652.4444

LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca

@DistrictCentralSaanich

@CSaanich 

Are you needing assistance with home repairs, meals, 
housekeeping, appointments, or looking to join a social 
group for seniors? Central Saanich is fortunate to have a 
variety of services offered at minimal or no cost. 

Community Resources

CSaanich.ca/CommunityResources

Bylaw 101 
The CRD is responsible for overseeing and enforcing the 
Animal Control Bylaw in Central Saanich.  
Petiquette reminders:
• Dogs over the age of 4 months require a licence.
• There are no off-leash dog parks in Central Saanich.
• Dogs must be under care and control by their owners 

at all times, either on leash or with immediate recall. 
• Dogs are not allowed in picnic areas, playing fields, 

sports fields or children’s playground areas. 
• Owners must clean up after their pets
• Barking dog complaints require a bark log (date, time, 

length of barking) 
Complaints can be submitted to animalcontrol@crd.bc.ca

Watermain flushing  
Every year we flush our watermains to remove 
sediment and maintain good water quality. This 
takes place from January to May. You may notice 
temporary low water pressure or discoloured 
water – the flushing schedule is available at 
CSaanich.ca/notices.  If you have special 
requirements for water clarity, please contact the 
Municipal Yard at 250-544-4224.
Dog & Business Licence renewals  
A friendly reminder dog and business licences 
are due. Pay before March 1 and receive a $10 
discount on your dog licence.

Fire – Open Burning  
Improving air quality creates a healthier 
community for residents and protects our natural 
environment. 
All types of fires (with the exception of small 
recreational fires) require a permit from the fire 
department. To obtain a permit or see the venting 
index go to: CSaanich.ca/Fire.

Citizen Survey
Central Saanich conducts a Citizen Survey every 
four years following the start of a new council 
term. You may be selected by BC Statistics to 
conduct the statistically valid survey on behalf of 
Central Saanich.

FireSmart - Open House 
Learn about the FireSmart program and have a 
tour of Fire Station 1, 1512 Keating Cross Road. 
On Wednesday, January 18 from 7:00  - 9:00 p.m. 
CSFireSmart.ca for more information.

Budget 2023
Join staff for coffee and a chance to ask questions, 
Thurs, Jan 19, 10-11 a.m. at the Empourium 
or 7-7:45p.m. for a brief presentation and 
Q&A opportunity at the Council meeting.  For 
more information and important dates see 
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Budget2023.

Your BC Assessment
If you’ve recently received a property assessment 
that you feel is inaccurate, please contact BC 
Assessment before the appeal deadline. The 
District is not involved in property assessments, 
however BC Assessment has an appeal process in 
place.  Find out more at: bcassessment.ca.

Appreciating Trees 
12 Garry Oaks and 6 Trembling Aspen trees were recently 
planted  at Adam Kerr Park on Tree Appreciation Day.

Reminders

https://www.centralsaanich.ca/our-community/notices
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/fire
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/fire/firesmart
https://letstalkcentralsaanich.ca/budget2023
https://www.bcassessment.ca/
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/municipal-hall/contact-us/community-resources-who-call
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/
https://letstalkcentralsaanich.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/districtcentralsaanich/
https://www.facebook.com/CSaanich



