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District Council and staff continue to work hard to deliver on the 2021-2022 
Strategic Plan, which includes four priorities:

1. Investing in road safety, transit, and safe, accessible active transportation
2. Investing in climate action and a healthy environment
3. Focusing on a strong local economy and supporting agriculture
4. Managing responsible growth

In addition to a number of projects underway, the District is currently updating 
our Official Community Plan. This fall there will be many opportunities to review 
emerging ideas; please take part—this important planning process only comes 
around once every 10 years or so.

We are pleased to welcome you back to in-person Council meetings this fall, and 
we will continue to enable the public to participate in meetings virtually as well.

FROM YOUR COUNCILMESSAGE WATCH AND PARTICIPATE 
IN COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COMMUNITY FOCUSCOMMUNITY FOCUS
September  2021September  2021

TO WATCH 
Council meetings and Public Hearings are 
live-streamed on our website. For live 
broadcasts and recordings of past meetings, 
see CSaanich.ca/CouncilMeetings.

TO PARTICIPATE
If you wish to submit a comment or question 
to Council for a meeting, you can email 
municipal.hall@csaanich.ca or call 250.652.4444
prior to noon on the day of the meeting.

Read a summary of what we’ve heard to 
date and subscribe for updates.
A public open house is planned for 
this fall, and staff will be out in the 
community at OCP Pop-ups. Subscribe at 
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/OCP.

OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 
REVIEW UPDATE

Saanichton's Bike n’ Ride opens soon! 
It's located at 1945 Mount Newton Cross 
Road—the site of the former rail station for 
the V&S railway (people would disembark 
at this site for a weekend stay at the Prairie 
Inn, or carry on to Sidney).
The covered circular facility will be well lit 
and include e-bike charging, secure bike 
parking and seating.
The project was the idea of the Saanichton 
Village Association who has raised 
significant funds for the project. The District 
thanks all involved for their dedication to 
active transportation and the community.

SAANICHTON BIKE N’ RIDE

New measures for tree canopy
The District has noted significant tree canopy 
loss since the year 2000; to address this, we 
have updated our Tree Management Bylaw.

Changes include protecting trees 30 cm or 
more in diameter, guidelines for replacing trees, 
and protecting mature Big-leaf Maples due to 
their importance in First Nation culture and as 
wildlife habitat. Other protected trees include the following species over 50 
centimeters in height: Garry Oak, Arbutus, Pacific Dogwood, Pacific Yew,  
Shore Pine tree, and Trembling Aspen.

Tree preservation is an important measure to adapt to climate change.  
Trees store carbon; provide shade, help with storm water, reduce urban heat, 
and provide habitat for wildlife. Please help us preserve the canopy. 
Learn more at CSaanich.ca/Trees.

Community Safety Update
To support community engagement and 
education on all things safety, Central 
Saanich Police Service's Cst. Tristan Gentile 
is the new Community Engagement Officer. 
Cst. Gentile will be working with residents, 
businesses, schools and more.  

CSPS will have new volunteer opportunities 
available to the general public this fall, and 
will be looking to fill Reserve Constable and 
Community Volunteer positions. 
Watch CSPolice.ca for updates.

TREE APPRECIATION DAY 
Nov 6, 10 a.m.

Residents are invited to 
learn about and help plant 

trees at Centennial Park.  
Meet near the lawn 

bowling club.

http://centralsaanich.ca
http://CSaanich.ca/CouncilMeetings
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/OCP
http://CSaanich.ca/Trees
http://CSPolice.ca


Active Transportation Plan update
Central Saanich’s first Active Transportation Plan has 
been adopted. The strategy will help residents make 
more trips without a vehicle.

Currently 14% of commuting trips in Central Saanich 
are made on foot, bike or bus.

The District’s Climate Leadership Plan has a goal to see 
50% of all trips made by active transportation by 2050. 

• Bike lanes on Wallace Drive from West Saanich 
Road to Stellys Cross Road and East Saanich Road 
to Prosser Road (to be completed with sewer 
upgrade, which is grant dependent)

• A new multi-use pathway on Mt Newton Cross 
Road from East Saanich Road to Highway 17

• A roadside path on Hagan Road 
• Keating Elementary crosswalk improvements

• A crosswalk on Wallace Drive at Willow Way
• A multi-use pathway on lower Benvenuto Avenue
• Sidewalk connections on East Saanich Road, Wallace 

Drive and Saanich Cross Road
• Roadside pathway on Central Saanich Road south on 

Mt Newton Cross Road
• More bike parking facilities
• Speed reduction measures
• Improvements to 17 bus stops

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION HIGHLIGHTS

Do you have an oil furnace? 
Replace your oil heating system with an electric heat pump with 0%-interest financing through the District. 
Our new program enables Central Saanich homeowners to fund the up-front cost of getting off oil heating through an interest 
free loan repaid on property tax bills over 10 years. The savings from no longer purchasing oil is estimated to cover the cost 
of the payments. Converting to a heat pump reduces the risk of oil spills and introduces cooling power in the face of longer, 
hotter summers!

The program, called PACE financing, and it’s one of the first in the province. For more information contact Central Saanich at 
planning@csaanich.ca or 250.652.4444 or see CSaanich.ca/PACE. This program is funded by the District and the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities.

Volunteers protect Garry Oak habitat
Habitat Acquisition Trust has been hard at work removing invasive plant species 
such as Scotch Broom from Oak Haven Park. Removing Scotch Broom helps 
ensure native plants can flourish, such as camas, ocean spray, and snowberry. 

If you’re interested in finding out more or getting involved in protecting Central 
Saanich’s Garry Oaks, visit hat.bc.ca to learn more and keep an eye out for 
volunteer events happening this fall!

Community Economic Recovery Program
Thanks to the Restart grant from the provincial and federal government, 
the District has launched a Community Economic Recovery program 
that will run for two years. A Recovery Task Force comprised of various 
sectors of our local economy will help shape the strategy. 

We are looking for volunteers across the business community to 
participate in this task force. 

Please see LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Economic-Recovery to apply.

Projects that will be prioritized include:

http://CSaanich.ca/PACE
http://hat.bc.ca
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Economic-Recovery
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From our homes
Make small changes
Shorter showers, washing laundry on cold, air drying, and turning 
off the lights all add up. Weather stripping also improves home 
efficiency. We’ve faced drought conditions this summer; reduce 
lawn size, avoid watering grass, and water gardens in the early 
mornings and evenings.

Make the most of renovations 
There is a free Energy Coach Service available if you have 
questions about rebate programs or if you just don’t know  
where to start: ask@betterhomesbc.ca or 1-844-881-9790.

Consider a heat pump 
Enjoy cool, filtered air throughout the summer, and increase 
your heating efficiency in the winter. See betterhomesbc.ca  
for rebates.

From our vehicles 
Walk, bike or roll for short trips (just 1 km has an impact!)
Just 1 km (10 mins) of walking equals 1,250 steps and 60 
calories burned, improves our local air quality, and eases parking 
needs. New to biking? You could buy a second-hand bike to see 
how you like it, and check out the Bike Skills Courses through 
Panorama Recreation.

Consider an e-bike
Take advantage of the rebates available. E-bikes are now exempt 
from PST, too. You can trial one at many bike shops.

Switch to an electric vehicle
Did you know you can lease a used EV for what many 
gasoline vehicles cost in gas and maintenance, and charge 
your vehicle for just a few dollars.
Rebate programs for e-vehicle purchase (can be combined)
• Province of BC offers up to $3,000.
• Government of Canada's offers up to $5,000.
• BC SCRAP-IT Program offers up to $6,000.
• There are rebates to install chargers, too!

Calculate your footprint at CSaanich.ca/Climate and look for ways to reduce it.

We need to reduce

community emissions

by 45% by 2030      

over 2007 levels.

Learn about our goals at CSaanich.ca/Climate

A LOW CARBON COMMUNITY
Central Saanich’s 2030 climate goals are less than 10 years away. 
They require commitment from everyone to be met.

From our food & consumption habits
Reduce food waste
Buy what you need and eat the leftovers! Food waste is the third largest 
cause of GHGs in the community. 

Reduce garbage
In the Capital Regional District, the average person produces 380 kg of 
garbage annually. The goal is to reduce it by almost half or our landfill  
will be full in 20 years.

Choose lower-carbon foods and support local farms
Buy local food when possible and cut down on foods with big footprints.

Adopt “lighter living” to reduce consumption and waste of materials
Hold a clothing swap, start up a "Fix-It Cafe" and reuse what you can. 

Ways to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions

http://centralsaanich.ca
http://betterhomesbc.ca
http://CSaanich.ca/Climate


CONNECT WITH 
CENTRAL SAANICH @CSaanich 

Municipal.Hall@CSaanich.ca

CentralSaanich.ca

250.652.4444

LetTalkCentralSaanich.ca @DistrictCentralSaanich

@CSaanich 

The Marigold Lands 
development includes a 
new public playground 
and public restrooms.

See the Community Events Calendar on our website.

WHAT’S HAPPENIN’ AROUND TOWN

Remembrance Day Service
November 11, 10:50 a.m. 
Pioneer Park, West Saanich Rd and Clarke Rd
Nearby parking is available at the library; please save 
it for those with mobility challenges or small children, 
if possible. Volunteers for the service are needed—
please email Community.Services@CSaanich.ca. 

Halloween Bonfire and Fireworks 
Sunday, October 31, 7:30 p.m. (Fireworks at 8 p.m.) 
Centennial Park, 7500 Wallace Dr
The much loved community Halloween bonfire is 
back! Bring change for the Lions’ concession, grab a 
warm drink, and say hello to neighbours.

Considering a Heat Pump Presentation
Virtual: Wednesday, September 29, 7 p.m.  
Register at csaanich.ca/homerebates
In person: Sunday, October 3, 2 p.m., Cultural Centre, 
1209 Clarke Rd
Buildings' energy consumption is Central Saanich’s 
second largest contributor of greenhouse gases.  
Learn from an expert about climate control systems 
and the rebates available.

National Truth and Reconciliation Day
Orange Shirt Day  Thursday, September 30
Orange Shirt Day began in 2013 when Phyllis Webstad 
told her orange shirt story. Phyllis attended St. Joseph’s 
Mission residential school in Williams Lake, BC, in the 
70s. On her first day of school, her crisp new orange 
shirt—a gift from her grandmother—was stripped  
away from her and never returned. To Phyllis, the  
colour orange has always reminded her of her 
experiences at residential school.
Wear orange on September 30, now a federal holiday, 
in the spirit of healing and reconciliation, and to  
declare that every child matters.

Calling all teachers
Civic ed: Educate your class on the role of local 
government and the importance of community 
planning and public input with a tour or Zoom visit.

Climate ed: The four-week Cool It! program inspires 
students in Grades 4-7   
(and their families!) 
with environmental 
education. The District  
sponsors the program   
for interested classes.

Email Community.Services@CSaanich.ca to schedule.

Bylaw 101
Most of bylaw enforcement is education and problem 
solving. A bylaw officer will take the complaint, check 
it against our bylaws and then attend to investigate 
and educate the homeowner on a possible violation. 
Common complaints and inquiries at Central Saanich 
have to do with trees, parking and suites. Learn more 
about these topics at CSaanich.ca/Bylaw. 

New playgrounds in Marigold 
and Tanner neighbourhoods

E-vehicles Presentation 
Virtual: Thursday, September 16, 7 p.m. (45 mins) 
Register at csaanich.ca/EV
Approximately 65% of greenhouse gas emissions 
in Central Saanich result from driving. Learn more 
about electric cars, how and where to charge, and 
the rebates available. 

Central Saanich Fire Celebrates 70 years
Saturday, September 18, 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Fire Museum, 1903 Mt. Newton Cross Rd 
Bring your family and a donation for the Food Bank. 
Games, displays, and a barbecue.

The new playground on 
Rodolph opens this fall. The 
winning ‘Treehouse’ design 
was selected by the public.

Go paperless!
Receive your utility bill and this newsletter by email, 
view other bills and make many payments by credit 
card (Utility Bill, Dog Licence and Business Licence).  

1. Visit mycentralsaanich.ca
2. Create account or log in
3. Click on your account or register a new one

http://centralsaanich.ca
http://LetTalkCentralSaanich.ca
https://www.centralsaanich.ca/our-community/meeting-events
http://csaanich.ca/homerebates
http://CSaanich.ca/Bylaw
http://csaanich.ca/EV
http://mycentralsaanich.ca

