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COMMUNITY FOCUS

News & Information For Central Saanich

MESSAGE FROM YOUR COUNCIL

As we embark on a new council term, we are renewed with the feedback
we heard from the community this fall as we knocked on doors and had an
opportunity to hear about what is important to you. With this fresh in our
minds, some of our priorities are:
Improving transportation—Central Saanich continues to evolve as a
combined urban and agricultural community, and as such poses challenges
and opportunities for transportation, which we look forward to exploring more
this term. Recent and upcoming infrastructure investments include upgrading
intersection traffic signals, extending bike lanes, and new pedestrian crossings
and pathways.
Addressing housing—We are working on guidelines and policies to create
compact communities with various forms of housing (where people can walk
and bike to the store, school and work). This will protect the Agricultural Land
Reserve as well as the Urban Containment Boundary. Watch for the second
phase of the Residential Infill and Densification project this spring.
Supporting the local economy—Central Saanich is working with business
owners and farmers to help address their challenges, such as seeking solutions
for farmworker accomodation.
Building climate sustainability and resiliency—Summers with smoky skies
and heat waves will become more common because of climate change, but
Central Saanich is working to respond. We should be proud of the work done
by Central Saanich last term on the Climate Leadership Plan; we look forward
to engaging on this topic more with you—so you know what we are doing as a
municipality and what you can do at your home or workplace.
Community building—A brighter future is based on respect and pride for the
individuals and cultures that make up this community. Through reconciliation
and relationship building with our First Nations communities, we will work
together to honour this land and support our people. A recent example is
returning the area traditionally known as T̸IX̱EṈ (some may know it as Cordova
Spit) to SȾÁUTW̱ (Tsawout), and inviting local First Nations staff to special
municipal training opportunities, such as emergency preparedness.
These are a few of the important ways we are working to support our
community—and we need your input and support as we move forward. We
believe our community and staff are up to the challenges and opportunities
ahead, and we look forward to working together.

Bothered about smoke from outdoor burning?
We are reviewing our Open Air Burning Bylaw this spring with the
goal of improving air quality. The bylaw was originally adopted in
1993 and restricts what materials can be burned, as well as where
and when outdoor burning can take place.

Update on the Bay
As a long-term strategy for managing
Brentwood Bay, the District made application
for a Licence of Occupation from the Province
of B.C in coordination with Tsartlip First
Nation and supported by other First Nations.
The Licence would ensure a sustainable
number of mooring bouys and placement
that creates safer navigational channels in
the Bay. Vessels moored to bouys would
require insurance, holding tanks (proof of
pump out) and compliance with existing
regulations. The management will be phased
in and funded by the fees collected. Pending
a decision from Province, registration is
currently voluntary; however, over 40 owners
of mooring buoys have made application.
If you own or lease a mooring buoy in
Brentwood Bay and have not made
application, you are encouraged to do so.
Council has established a list of priorities for
the mooring buoys, including liveaboards
and length of tenure in the Bay. For more
information, see LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Please share feedback online at
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca or contact the
Fire Department at fdadmin@csaanich.ca
or 250.544.4238 before February 15, 2019.

centralsaanich.ca

SISTERS PROTECT FAMILY HOME’S FOREST IN HONOUR OF PARENTS
The Land Conservancy of B.C. (TLC) and the District of
Central Saanich are honoured to announce the protection
of 1.4 acres within the Coastal Douglas-fir moist maritime
biogeoclimatic zone in Central Saanich, to be known as the
Pugh Covenant.
Named for Lorna and Alan Pugh, the covenanted land has
been in the Pugh family for over 80 years. The land is just
moments from Gore and Oak Haven Parks and just north
of Gowlland Tod Provincial Park—three parks Lorna Pugh
had a hand in creating. Predeceased by Alan in 2013, Lorna
passed away on January 8, 2017, at the age of 95.

The couple’s four daughters, Frances, Winona, Gillian and
Geraldine, wished to honour the legacy of their parents by
ensuring the forested area of their family home remained
protected in perpetuity.
A covenant is a legal agreement between a landowner and
a monitoring organization like TLC or the District of Central
Saanich. Covenants are made on property title and stay
with the property indefinitely, even as a property changes
ownership. TLC’s Covenant Program now sustainably
protects more than 12,750 acres throughout the province
which include streams, lakes, riparian areas, forests,
greenbelts and rare and endangered species.

Let’s Talk, Central Saanich
Help shape our community from the convenience of your own home

If you like to be involved in local decisions that impact your community, we now have
a website dedicated to community engagement. On Let’s Talk, Central Saanich you can
voice your ideas, connect with project managers, find out what we heard and more.

HELP US SHAPE THE BUDGET NOW AND IN THE FUTURE
Each year, with value to the taxpayer in mind, staff and Council
determine how to maintain an exceptional community with
the minimal necessary tax increase. The budget must account
for inflation, aging infrastructure, maintaining existing services,
including public safety and emergency preparedness, new projects
and planning for the future.

Balance the budget from your couch!
Beginning January 23, jump online and learn about our budget
by balancing it in our interactive Budget Allocator at
letstalkcentralsaanich.ca, take a survey and connect with staff.

Connect with us in the community

Pop by to learn about the 2019 budget
Wed Jan 23, 2019, 4-6 pm – Library, 1209 Clarke Road
Wed Jan 30, 2019, 9-11 am – Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7856 E Saanich Rd

CRD CONSOLIDATED 911 POLICE
DISPATCH SERVICE BEGINS FEBRUARY
Beginning on February 5, 2019, the Central Saanich Police Service
will join all police agencies in the Capital Regional District at a new
integrated police dispatch service in a newly constructed, earthquake
resistant communications centre in Saanich. We look forward to
continuing to work with the trusted call takers and dispatchers who
will be moving into the new centre.
What does this change in service mean to you?
• General Enquiries: No change. Our Front Counter will continue to
provide information about police services and process requests such
as criminal record checks.
• Reporting police incidents by phone: No change. Continue to call
9-1-1 for immediate service for in-progress emergencies. Phone the
non-emergency number for late reporting 250-652-4441.
• Reporting police incidents in-person: NEW. Those attending our
police station will have a private room to call the dispatch centre
directly to make a police report.
For more information about Central Saanich Police Service, please
visit www.cspolice.ca.

Public Works Yard gets
an electric charge
With the assistance of a provincial grant, Public
Works was able to have two electric vehicle
charging stations installed. The District will
begin converting some of the fleet in the near
future.

Strong neighbourhoods are built on engaged residents, and we
want you to be informed and involved.

Improving energy efficiency

LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca (or via CSaanich.ca)

We’re working to make Central Saanich homes
and buildings more energy efficient. Take a
short survey to help us roll out new guidelines
at LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca and enter to win a
smart thermostat! Survey open until January
31.

Current and upcoming community consultations include open air
burning, improving the energy efficiency of Central Saanich homes
and buildings, the 2019 municipal budget, and housing and infill.

Join us for presentations to Council at Municipal Hall
Tuesday, February 19, 2019, 7:00 p.m.

Admin, Community Services, Finance, Technology, Police, Fire,
Planning and Building, Sustainability and Resiliency

Tuesday, February 26, 2019, 7:00 p.m.

Engineering, Public Works and Parks, Facilities, Sewer, Water

Tuesday, March 12, 2019, 7:00 p.m.

Asset management and capital program

Tuesday, March 19, 2019, 7:00 p.m.

Budget summary and 2019 budget considered for approval

centralsaanich.ca

Community establishes new
orchard
A special thanks to the community for lending
a hand and planting a tree at the annual Tree
Appreciation Day event. Thanks to Le Coteau
Nursey for donating all the fruit trees, Tree
Canada for providing the native plants and
trees, Bartlett Tree Experts for their planting
expertise, and to the Central Saanich Lions for
keeping everyone warm with hot dogs and hot
chocolate. Tree Appreciation Day takes place
each November. This year’s planting took place
at Newman Farm - thanks to Farmland Trust
Society for their work establishing farming
local produce on the farm.

PREPARING
CENTRAL
SAANICH

GOIN’ ON AROUND TOWN
Stelly’s Cross Road
ge�ng a new sidewalk

Construction has started on Stelly’s Cross
Road, between Tsartlip Drive and West
Saanich Road, to add an oﬀ-street sidewalk
with lighting, a crosswalk and a new
stormwater system. Thank you to Tsartlip
First Nation for identifying this pedestrian
safety improvement, and Indigenous Aﬀairs
Canada for funding the majority of the
$1,600,000 project.

The District of Central Saanich’s priority is to create a safe
place for us to live and work and everyone has a role to play
in emergency preparedness.
Three things you can do
• Be prepared to take care of your family for at least 7 days
• Register for Saanich Peninsula Alert at csaanich.ca/alert
• Make note of information sources: csaanich.ca, Twitter
account@CSaanich, and CFAX and local news media.

Watermain ﬂushing

From January to May, Public Works will
be ﬂushing the watermains to remove
sediment and maintain good water quality.
You may notice temporary low water
pressure or discoloured water— the ﬂushing
schedule is available at csaanich.ca/notices.
If you have special requirements for water
clarity, please contact the Municipal Yard at
250.544.4224 ext. 3221.

Three things we are doing
• Staff are trained in emergency management and staffing
of our Emergency Operations Centre
• We recently applied for grants to fund creating a Wildfire
Protection Plan and an update to the District’s Evacuation
Plan
• Our Emergency Program prepares the municipality for a
variety of potential hazards
For more information on neighbourhood preparedness,
see centralsaanich.ca or contact the fire department at
250.544.4238.

Register for Saanich
Peninsula Alert
We have joined with Sidney and North Saanich
to provide public safety alerts for events such as
earthquakes, tsunami alerts, evacuation notices, or
other safety threats.
To receive alerts, please register with Saanich
Peninsula Alert. Your participation in this system is
voluntary and all information you provide is protected
and confidential.
NOTE: Any alerts sent over Alert Ready (Wireless
Public Alerting System) takes precedence over any
notifications sent via Saanich Peninsula Alert.
Learn more at centralsaanich.ca/alert or in person at
Fire Hall #1 on Keating.

CONNECT WITH
CENTRAL SAANICH

Dog and Business Licence Renewals

A friendly reminder dog and business
licences are due March 1. Please pay on time
to avoid a penalty.

Pay online
Business or dog licence due?
From your online banking account, add Central
Saanich as a payee, then enter your account
number (on the top of your invoice). You can also
pay by cash, cheque or debit at Municipal Hall.

See our Community Events Calendar
on our website.

250.652.4444

follow @csaanich on twi�er

centralsaanich.ca

municipal.hall@csaanich.ca

