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COMMUNITY FOCUS
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The last two months have challenged our community like no other time 
in recent history. First and foremost, on behalf of the community, Council 
wishes to thank our incredible local health care workers, first responders, 
pharmacy teams, grocery store staff and all of you providing services to the 
community. 

Support your local businesses. We also want to thank those businesses and 
individuals who have sacrificed their jobs while we battle this pandemic. We 
urge all residents to do what you can to support local businesses now and as 
they get back on their feet. Shopping local has never been more important. 

It has been heartening in these trying times to see our community’s 
dedication to keeping each other safe and supporting each other. Our 
expanded bylaw team has observed the vast majority of people in parks and 
businesses are respecting the orders of our Provincial Health Officer,  
Dr. Bonnie Henry. If we are able to and physical distancing is being practiced, 
we will keep outdoor facilities open when possible. We are fortunate to live in  
an incredibly beautiful piece of the world where it is quite easy to practice physical distancing.

As time goes on, Council would like to ask you to stay committed. As we have learned this virus can impact anyone.  
Please continue to:
•  Wash your hands
•  Limit your trips to the grocery store

As our Minister of Health has been reminding us all, what happens today matters greatly in the weeks and months ahead.  
Our response requires both immediate solutions, and preparation for the long term, which includes recovery.

FROM YOUR COUNCILMESSAGE

Please check burning restrictions
The BC Centre for Disease Control recommended 
implementing measures to help to reduce excess air 
pollution in light of the COVID-19 pandemic due to strong 
evidence exposure to air pollution increases susceptibility 
to respiratory viral infections. Please see centralsaanich.
ca/burning or phone the Fire Department at 250-544-
4238 for current burning restrictions.

In recent years the health impacts of burning have become 
more clear. While we have many rural and agricultural 
properties that use burning to clear vegetation, we ask 
you to consider alternate means when possible for the 
sake of our local air quality.

Supports for residents and economy
With the uncertainties of COVID-19, the District is doing its 
part to support residents and stimulate the local economy. 
To help alleviate financial pressures, the proposed 2020 
budget has been reduced to core operations, grant-funded 
projects and work that will set the community up for a 
successful recovery. We have also extended the utility 
bill payment discount from the usual 30 days to 90 days; 
this applies for both the May and September bills. We 
are working with other municipalities and the province to 
determine property tax deadlines.

As we plan for the future, municipal infrastructure and 
planning projects are being lined up so we can get our 
local economy back on its feet. The focus is on important 
maintenance work and community projects. Staff and crews 
are taking every precaution to ensure physical distancing 
measures and deep cleaning protocols are adhered to. This 
safety focus keeps crews and residents safe while these 
important projects continue.

Planning and Building Application 
and Permitting Process
We have a new process in place for building, engineering 
and planning applications during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Please see our website or call 250-652-4444 for details.

•  Take care of your mental well-being, get outside, check in with your friends and family
•  Stay up to date on the Provincial Health Orders

Mayor Windsor and family.

http://centralsaanich.ca
http://centralsaanich.ca/burning 
http://centralsaanich.ca/burning 


Active transportation is an important way to meet our economic, 
environmental and public-health needs in the world we build 
when this pandemic is over. 

We have been reaching out to you to understand the issues and 
opportunities you see in your neighbourhood and around the 
District. Your feedback helps our urban design and engineering 
team draft the plan and set priorities.

What We Heard Summary
So far we have heard from more than 700 community member 
representing a range of abilities and ages. A summary report is 
available at LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/ActiveTransportation or   
by emailing engineering@csaanich.ca.  

WHAT WE HEARD ABOUT ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

 
Priority Locations
Several routes, including school routes, 
locations for crosswalks, intersections and 
bus stop shelters were frequently mentioned; 
you can read about these in the full report. 

An overview of the priority locations that community members 
identified on maps; please see the report online for details.

Walking
Second to driving, walking is our most 
common means of transportation. A third of 
respondents indicated they walk daily and 
nearly half walk 1-6 days a week, mostly for 
pleasure and exercise. 

Community priorities
•  Improve the condition, continuity and  
    accessibility of sidewalks 
•  Connect pedestrian routes with more  
    safe crossings 

Cycling
Residents indicated they cycle to exercise, 
have fun and to enjoy nature, parks or 
trails. In a typical month, over two-thirds 
never cycle or cycle rarely. Many cyclists 
indicated they feel unsafe on the roads in 
Central Saanich—more so than pedestrians 
and drivers—suggesting a need to focus on 
improved cycling safety. 

Community priorities
•  Provide more bicycle routes, emphasizing  
    connectivity and separation from traffic 
•  Improve links to regional cycling routes

http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/ActiveTransportation
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What’s Next
We have now moved onto the next phase of the project and are 
working to identify and describe the opportunities to improve 
active transportation conditions and present a report to Council 
and the community. The draft Active Transportation Plan will be 
available in the Fall 2020. At that time, further community input 
will be sought to ensure community priorities are reflected 
in the plan and to gauge the level of resident support for the 
action items identified in the plan. Please stay tuned for future 
community engagement opportunities! 

Subscribe for updates on the project at LetsTalkCentralSaanich.
ca/ActiveTransportation.

Transit
Public transit is the least common mode of 
transportation in the District. There was significant 
feedback on BC Transit service; decisions on transit 
routes and schedules are made by BC Transit. A Local 
Area Transit Plan process is planned for the Saanich 
Peninsula in 2020 that will consider routes, schedules 
and other possible transit system changes. Feedback 
received through this process with be shared with BC 
Transit to help inform that process. 

Community priorities
•  Improve safe routes/access to bus stops 
•  Encourage more direct and frequent transit service

Traffic Safety
Feedback from the survey and engagement activities 
highlights the need to address traffic safety concerns; 
this will also increase active transportation user 
comfort and safety and thereby encourage more 
people to travel actively. 

Community priorities
•  Address concerns over vehicle speeds and driver 

behaviour:
o Residential streets and school zones were  
    identified as priority areas

o Increase police enforcement 
o Reduce speed limits in residential  
    neighbourhoods

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

•  Address concerns about truck traffic through Central 
Saanich, primarily destined for the Keating Business 
District

• Identify opportunities to improve safety at key 
intersections

What We Heard Summary  (continued)
The District has drafted an electric vehicle and 
electric bike strategy to help Central Saanich 
meet our target of reducing community 
emissions by 45% by 2030. A committee of 
well-informed community members and 
stakeholders will provide recommendations on 
the strategy before it is presented to Council 
and the community later this year. It looks at 
building requirements, charging infrastructure 
and more to reduce barriers to going electric. 
Currently, all development applications 
approved by Council are required to install 
electric vehicle charging infrastructure. 
Receive email updates by signing up at 
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Climate.

IMPROVING BIKE AND 
VEHICLE CHARGING 

When the timing is appropriate in the future, 
the District will present the draft Saanichton 
Village Design Plan to the community. The 
design plan for the Saanichton Village will 
be people focused and make the core easier 
to walk and bike around. There have been a 
number of community engagement events, 
most recently an open house and online 
survey in February 2020 where the approach 
to the draft Village design guidelines, 
streetscape concepts, and public space 
enhancements were presented for public 
feedback. We would also like to thank the 
Saanichton Village Association for hosting 
District staff at their annual general meeting, 
where the draft project was also presented. 
Please subscribe to LetsTalkCentralSaanich.
ca/Saanichton for updates.

SAANICHTON VILLAGE 
DESIGN PLAN

http://centralsaanich.ca
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/ActiveTransportation
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/ActiveTransportation
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Climate
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Saanichton
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Saanichton


CONNECT WITH 
CENTRAL SAANICH @CSaanich 

municipal.hall@csaanich.ca

centralsaanich.ca

PROPERTY TAXES

250.652.4444

New policies and guidelines will help shape our 
future housing supply and design

While the local COVID-19 response is our top 
priority right now, it’s important we move key 
projects ahead for the future. We have been 
seeking input on residential infill and densification 
policies since 2018 to ensure as development 
applications come forward they are sensitive to our 
neighbourhoods and support the types of housing 
our residents need. 

In March 2020, Council received good feedback 
from the community on the final design guidelines 
and policies; Council heard concerns about how 
we manage growth in the future as well as strong 
support for moving forward with updated growth 
management policies and residential infill design 
guidelines. The District will be continuing with 
the next phase of the project, which includes 
enhancements to our residential zones in the Land 
Use Bylaw. View the report, guidelines and policies 
at LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Housing.

LET’S TALK HOUSING 

Thanks to many generous donations from the 
community of labour, materials and money, 
Central Saanich Little League has built an indoor 
training facility for baseball players. The facility will 
help engage local youth in recreation, and it will 
give them more opportunities to train and have 
fun events. The facility will also be available to 
other local youth baseball organizations through 
Central Saanich Little League.

BASEBALL PLAYERS GET NEW 
BATTING CAGE 

Municipal governments are required by provincial legislation 
to balance our budgets and cannot incur a deficit to fund 
operations as senior levels of government can. To support 
residents and balance the budget during the pandemic, we 
have deferred some projects and are using funds from our 
financial stabilization reserve fund. The tax increase was 
reduced to 2.85%. Notices will be mailed this spring.

Pay online! 
You can set up the District as a payee 
through online banking for your 
utility bills or property taxes. See 
centralsaanich.ca for information. 

LetTalkCentralSaanich.ca @districtcentralsaanich

@CSaanich 

Property Tax Deferment  
What is property tax deferment? The province has a low 
interest loan program that helps qualified BC homeowners 
pay their property taxes on their principal resident. 

New this year: You must apply online for property tax 
deferment or renewal. Municipalities are no longer involved in 
the application process. Learn more about online applications 
at gov.bc.ca/propertytaxdeferment. If you don’t have internet  
access or have questions, please call the Property Tax 
Deferment office at 250.387.0555 or toll-free 1.888.355.2700.

1.  Charlie

2.  Lucy

3.  Molly

4.  Bella

5.  Coope

CHARLIE IS TOP DOG 
Top 10 dog names in Central SaanicH

6.   Daisy

7.   Rosie

8.   Stella

9.   Bailey

10. Jake

Top: Councillor Carl 
Jensen’s dog, Rosie.

Bottom: Councillor Niall 
Paltiel’s dog, Molly.

http://centralsaanich.ca
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Housing
http://LetTalkCentralSaanich.ca
http://gov.bc.ca/propertytaxdeferment

