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Council would like to express our gratitude to the community for the 
support of public health measures as well as our local businesses. Central 
Saanich residents and businesses have done a remarkable job. It is inspiring 
to see our community rally like we have; we can get through this safely if 
we keep working together and taking precautions for each other.

This time each year, Council and staff begin looking ahead and planning for 
what we want to accomplish in the next year. It is a stimulating process as 
we discuss community feedback, set priorities and budget—this year will 
be particularly so. We can’t foresee how the next few months will unfold, 
but we continue to keep economic recovery and community safety in the 
forefront of our decision making.

FROM YOUR COUNCILMESSAGE

MT NEWTON TRAIL 
EXTENSION TO  

THOMPSON COVE 

KIDS COLOURING 
CONTEST! 
Download the painted turtle 
picture at centralsaanich.ca/
AdamKerrPond and send us a 

copy of your creation for a chance 
to win a prize! Email a photo to 

municipal.hall@csaanich.ca, or 
place your picture in the drop box at 

Municipal Hall by October 1 with your contact 
information.

A trail currently under construction will soon 
offer beach access to beautiful Thompson 
Cove. This gravel trail will extend the recently 
improved Mount Newton Trail through 
forested land down to the water. There 
will be seating at the waterfront and a few 
parking spaces off West Saanich Road past 
Senanus Road and opposite Alec Road.

Did you know the endangered Western Painted Turtle (the only native pond 
turtle left in BC) has a known presence in Adam Kerr Park? The park is an 
important aquatic habitat, and Tetayut Creek runs through it as well. The 
District has been working with community partners to improve the habitat 
and support the stream’s salmon and trout. A beautiful expanded pond 
area will be complete in October and will provide some local amphibian and 
reptile viewing.

Pond enhancement welcomes the turtles 

ABOUT ADAM KERR 
PARK 
Adam Kerr Park is a 2.29 hectare 
nature park located at Keating Cross 
Road and Central Saanich Road 
named in memory of Stelly’s Secondary 
student Adam Kerr. This park is the most 
southerly of a series of public lands being 
assembled to one day create a linear park 
along Tetayut Creek (also known as Sandhill or 
Shady Creek).
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Following community consultation, our Official Community Plan has been updated 
with new housing policies and guidelines specific to infill housing. These will help meet 
our community’s evolving housing needs in a way that is sensitive to the character of 
Central Saanich. (See OCP on website; section 4 for policies, 11.1 for guidelines.)

Throughout the project, we have heard about the desire to be able to age in place and 
for future generations to be able to afford a home in Central Saanich. We heard about 
parking and accessibility concerns. And, we heard the importance of protecting our 
farmland and small-town charm. Your input has helped shaped the approach to infill 
growth in neighbourhoods and densification of village centres.

WHAT’S NEXT?
We will be sharing specific building regulations, such as building placement (property 
line setbacks) and height restrictions; we will share architectural renderings to show 
you what infill will look and feel will like. This will include small lot, accessory cottages 
& carriage houses, panhandle lots, duplexes, pocket neighbourhoods, small scale 
townhouses and the heights for apartment/condominium buildings.

With COVID-19 social distancing measures in place, we’re exploring a range of 

INTEGRATING INFILL HOUSING INTO THE COMMUNITY

 
Why is infill important?
We project the District needs 
375 new dwellings by 2036 
to keep up with growth; 
these policies for infill and 
densification will allow us to 
focus the development in a 
way that creates the variety 
of housing options we 
heard you want, including 
opportunities for affordable 
housing and options for 
seniors to age in place.

public engagement activities so everyone can provide their input. Please visit 
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Housing to subscribe for project updates.

In late 2019, a research firm surveyed residents 
and found road safety was identified as the 
most important issue, followed by keeping the 
rural character and improving walkability. Nearly 
everyone rated overall quality of life as good/very 
good for the rural vibe/slower pace, low crime 
and for being a nice place to live. The results are 
available on our website. 

Saanichton Village Design Plan is 
drafted and ready for your feedback
For more than a year, we’ve been working with stakeholders 
and consulting the community while we create a design 
plan for Saanichton Village. The plan will help shape the 
design of buildings, public spaces, and transportation 
routes for pedestrians, cyclists, and vehicles—guiding 
future developments in the area to support a well-planned 
neighbourhood.

Visit LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Saanichton before September 
30 to see the plan and tell us what you think! We will take your 
feedback to Council when they review the plan later this fall.

COMMUNITY  SATISFACTION 
SURVEY  2019  KEY  FINDINGS 
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Results from the Community Satisfaction Survey
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Active Transportation Plan update
We are in the midst of drafting the Active Transportation 
Plan, which will provide a list of priority projects and 
network designs. For a small community like ours, the 
plan requires serious financial analysis and planning 
to ensure it is affordable—as new infrastructure can 
require considerable funding. We will be presenting the 
draft Active Transportation Plan and financial strategy 
later this year. Subscribe for updates on the project at 
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/ActiveTransportation.

Electrifying our municipal vehicles 
and equipment
Have you seen our e-bike on the road? It’s a handy 
way to work on road and sidewalk inspections and 
read water meters (in addition to the emissions 
saved, we are getting the job done faster on bike!). 
We’re testing other electric equipment and have 
replaced old vehicles with electric ones, which have 
mitigated over three tonnes of greenhouse gas 
emissions (over 1,250 litres of gasoline fuel) since 
they hit the road last winter.

GOING ELECTRIC: 
HOW TO ACCESS 
REBATES AND 
SAVE MONEY

NEW PROGRAM MAKES 
NAVIGATING HOME REBATES EASY 
Central Saanich is proud to partner with the CRD to 
launch the Bring It Home 4 the Climate program. Visit 
bringithome4climate.ca to learn more, and register to 
get access to:

•  Free Virtual Home Energy Check-Up
•  EnerGuide Home Evaluation Subsidies
•  Free Educational Workshops and Special Offers
•  Plus, along with all CRD residents, access to the Free  
    CleanBC Energy Coach Service and online resources

Plus! Central Saanich is offering an additional $350 
rebate for residents who switch from a fossil fuel-
powered (oil, natural gas, or propane) heating system to 
an electric air-source heat pump. That brings the total 
rebates available to Central Saanich residents to up to 
$4,200!

REBATES FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
EVs are quiet and smooth to drive and you can charge up 
for just a few dollars. BC has the most charging stations 
in Canada with more being added all the time! There 
are a number of rebates for purchase of a vehicle and 
chargers. Visit centralsaanich.ca/drivingelectric for links.

Electric Vehicle and Electric Bike 
Strategy
The District has developed an Electric Vehicle 
(EV) and Electric-Bike Strategy that outlines ways 
to help achieve our goal of seeing more low-
emission transportation within the District. Visit 
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Climate to learn more.

http://centralsaanich.ca
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CONNECT WITH 
CENTRAL SAANICH @CSaanich 

municipal.hall@csaanich.ca

centralsaanich.ca

250.652.4444

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure is 
developing the design for the Keating “flyover”  
overpass, which will take vehicles from the Pat Bay 
Highway northbound to Keating Cross Road westbound, 
eliminating the left turn across highway traffic onto Keating 
Cross Road. The project will also include a realigned 
southbound on-ramp to the Highway. The flyover upgrades 
will allow vehicles to travel this busy corridor more 
safely and efficiently, helping to keep local businesses 
competitive and promote regional economic growth.

Work to date has included analyzing soil samples 
and ground conditions, conducting environmental 
management and archaeological work. Public 
consultation is expected to get underway later this fall 
and the District and Province will advertise the ways to 
engage once scheduled.

The Government of Canada has committed more than 
$16.7 million to this project through the New Building 
Canada Fund, Provincial-Territorial Infrastructure 
Component—National and Regional Projects. The District 
of Central Saanich will contribute $2.5 million. The 
provincial government will finalize its investment decision 
for the project following the business case review.

Keating flyover update 

REMEMBER! 
September 30 is this year’s extended payment 
deadline for all property taxes. A penalty will be 
applied after this date. You can pay through 
your online banking or at Municipal Hall. 

LetTalkCentralSaanich.ca @districtcentralsaanich

@CSaanich 

OCP

EVENT UPDATE
Terry Fox Run 40th anniversary 
Sunday, September 20
This year, you can celebrate Terry’s 
Marathon of Hope by running as an 
individual or with a small group along  
your own route. Register online at 
terryfox.org and search for location: 
“Victoria Central Saanich”. 

A change in the regular Fall 
programming 
Unfortunately we won’t be hosting the 
annual Halloween bonfire and fireworks 
this year. Please have a safe and fun 
Halloween, and we look forward to 
resuming the Centennial Park fun!

Seedlings available for  
Tree Appreciation Day 
For this year’s annual Tree Appreciation 
Day, you can pick up a free Douglas Fir 
seedling outside Municipal Hall the first 
week of November. Please watch our 
website or register to get updates at 
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/ClimateAction.

Central Saanich remembers 
To keep our community safe and in light of 
the event size restrictions in place, Central 
Saanich will mark Remembrance Day 
this year by collecting and sharing your  
stories and messages, and sharing a tribute 
video online. Visit LetsTalkCentralSaanich.
ca/WeRemember to submit a story.

While the COVID-19 response is our top priority right 
now, we’re moving ahead with long-term planning  
for a resilient future, and we will are aiming to  
review our OCP in 2020-2021. The OCP helps shape 
the future of Central Saanich and sets out policies 
that touch citizen’s lives in some way every day. 

Share your ideas as a member of the  
OCP Advisory Committee 
We are seeking 5-11 volunteers to represent 
various stakeholders, interest groups and the 
community at large in a number of areas. We 
want to hear from you. Apply by September 14 at 
4:30 p.m. Information and application forms are 
available in person, on our website or by email:
•  1903 Mount Newton Cross Rd 
•  LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/OCP 
•  municipalhall@csaanich.ca

Official Community Plan 
review 
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