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COMMUNITY FOCUS
MESSAGE FROM YOUR COUNCIL

It’s an exciting time to be a part of Central Saanich with the community
planning work underway. For local governments, this work is ongoing
and important, because at its core we are asking, What do we want our
community to look like, not just now, but decades from now?

We are hearing about the desire to be able to age in place, for future
generations to be able to afford a home in Central Saanich, to ensure new
homes support the existing close-knit neighbourhoods and opportunities to
socialize; we heard about parking concerns, the need for mobility choices,
and the strong support for local businesses. And, of course, in Central
Saanich we value our green space, farmland and small-town charm.
There are also concerns typically outside a local government’s jurisdiction,
such as the lack of doctors, transit needs, affordable housing and childcare
spaces. While these are not directly within a local government’s control,
we can advocate for them based on the community’s needs. For example,
we recently received a grant in conjunction with a number of other local
governments to help understand childcare needs in Central Saanich. This will
be useful for our community if future grants are available to help address this
issue.
In the coming months you will hear more about the Residential Infill
project, launching the Active Transportation Plan and Saanichton Village
Design Plan, to name a few. This work will also feed our Official Community
Plan review, which begins in 2020, where the community will again be
involved. If you’re interested in these projects, see our new engagement site,
LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca. If you’d like to connect with the Mayor or Council,
please see csaanich.ca/council for contact information. As always, we
welcome your involvement and perspective.

Walk, Cycle and Roll
We are rolling on the early stages of
developing an Active Transportation Plan.
Key to this work is recognizing we are a rural
community with a limited tax base, and finding
practical ways to support and encourage
active and accessible transportation.
The team, which includes Urban Systems
(architects of BC’s Active Transportation
Design Guide), is currently collecting data
and looking at existing trails, roads and
opportunities.
Beginning in early 2020 there will be many
opportunities to share what your priorities
are, and we’re eager to work with the
community on this exciting project!

LET’S MAKE IT SAFE TO BE ACTIVE
With more people choosing active transportation, let’s make sure it’s safe and easy to travel on our roads!

Tips for drivers

• Focus on the road; leave
your phone alone.
• Be ready to yield,
especially at
intersections.
• Always shoulder check
before changing lanes or
opening a door.
• Remember, if a vehicle
is stopped in front of
you or in the lane next
to you, it might be for a
pedestrian.

Tips for pedestrians

Tips for cyclists

• Always wear a helmet
• Be careful at
and reflective gear.
intersections. Watch for
drivers turning through
• Be aware of road markings
the crosswalk.
and what they mean
(know your shoulders
• Remove your
from your sharrows).
headphones and put
down your phone when • Give yourself a tune-up
on the rules of the road
crossing roads.
with the BikeSense
• Make eye contact with
Manual or a bike skills
drivers and put reflective
course (see csaanich.ca/
gear on your backpack,
bike); learn hand signals
etc; be visible (especially
and intersection rules for
in rain and low light).
cyclists.
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SAANICHTON VILLAGE DESIGN PLAN
During September, the District is reaching out to the
community as we begin developing a Design Plan for
Saanichton Village. This work will guide future development
in a way that supports a well-planned environment—
guiding the design of buildings and public space and the
enhancement of connections for pedestrians, cyclists and
vehicles. Community input and involvement is fundamental.

Join the project team to share your vision,
your ideas for improvements, and
go on a walk around Saanichton.

Saturday, September 14, 11am -3pm
Municipal Hall, 1903 Mount Newton Cross Rd

Can’t make it? The project team will also be on the
street gathering feedback September 21-25.
Watch LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Saanichton
to learn about upcoming opportunities to work with us.

LET’S TALK HOUSING: UPDATE ON INFILL GUIDELINES AND POLICY
About a year-and-a-half ago, we started
a community conversation about growth
management through residential infill
and densification. This protects farmland
and helps build compact, walkable
neighbourhoods. We asked residents
what types of housing needs they had
and what makes infill successful. Based
on community comments and research,
we drafted policy and design guidelines.
This past summer, we came back to the
community with the draft guidelines and
policies. At open houses and through

a survey, we gathered feedback from
the public. The turnout was great! We
had more than 130 people attend the
open houses and close to 200 surveys
completed from a range of age groups
and neighbourhoods. Now staff are
preparing a What We Heard report
(soon available on letstalkcentralsaanich.
ca/housing), and then will be working
on recommendations for Council to
consider. Thank you to everyone who has
participated so far. Please stay tuned for
updates.

Grant in Aid Applications
due December 31

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS IN
NEED OF VOLUNTEERS

Non-profit societies and community
organizations can receive up to a maximum
of $1,000 of seed funding for new projects
and one-time initiatives. Council encourages
applications related to sustainability, emergency
preparedness and accessibility. Applications
forms are available online at csaanich.ca/
grants.

Volunteering is a great way to make friends and
contribute your skills to our community! We have many
local groups assisting residents, providing enriching
activities, sharing our heritage, and much more.
Check out a listing of local organizations recruiting
volunteers at csaanich.ca/volunteer.

One of the greatest gifts you can give is your time.

Climate Speaker Series this fall!

Learn about home retrofits, e-bikes and electric vehicles!
Central Saanich is excited to partner with local experts and businesses
to host a series of climate presentations. Join us to learn how to save
money and shrink your carbon footprint.

Climate Friendly Homes and Rebates
Saturday, September 21, 2-3:30 p.m.
Central Saanich Firehall #1, 1512 Keating Cross Rd
Did you know that in Central Saanich the energy consumption of
buildings is our second largest contributor of greenhouse gases?
We are working to reduce emissions in our community, and this
includes encouraging energy efficient retrofits in existing
buildings.
Learn about retrofitting you r home or business and the rebates
available. Join CityGreen Solutions and solar experts, HES PV.
Bonus! Get a tour of our solar powered Fire Station.

Go Electric: E-vehicles and E-bikes
Saturday, October 5, 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Central Saanich Cultural Centre, 1209 Clarke Rd
Approximately 65% of greenhouse gas (GHG emissions in Central
Saanich result from driving personal and commercial vehicles that
use fossil fuels (gasoline, diesel, natural gas, propane.
Learn more about electric cars and e-bikes in an informative
session. We’ll also go over available rebates and discuss how and
where to charge (including at the library.
Bonus! We will also have various EVs and e-bikes to check out!
Can’t make it? The sessions will be posted on our website
later this fall.

Are you interested in receiving regular Climate
Action updates?
Visit LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/climate and
subscribe!

Rebates to Retrofit
Did you know financial incentives are available
to improve both new and existing buildings.

Visit betterhomesbc.ca to learn about
rebates your home is eligible for.
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CLIMATE ACTION
CALCULATE YOUR FOOTPRINT
We have big work to do to cut our carbon
footprint as a community. Calculate your own
and get ideas at csaanich.ca/climate.

NEW TREE BYLAW
Staff are working on a new bylaw to better protect
trees in our District. There will be an opportunity
to review what we’re proposing later this year.
Watch our website for information.

STEP CODE
To meet the community targets in our Climate
Leadership Plan, we are looking at implementing
a BC Energy Step Code adoption strategy that
goes beyond the base BC Building Code.

EV CHARGING STRATEGY
Building on the CRD Charging Strategy, we are
looking at requirements for new buildings, public
charging infrastructure and electricification within
our fleet and Public Works equipment. Watch our
website for updates.

MOUNT NEWTON CROSS ROAD
PEDESTRIAN ROUTE

GOIN’ ON AROUND TOWN
Saanichton Village Design Plan

A trail extension on Mount Newton Cross Road
will soon complete a pedestrian route from West
Saanich Road to Wallace Drive. The gravel trail
will be suitable for walking, biking and horse-back
riding, and it is separated from the roadway to
provide a safety buffer for users from vehicles.

Sat, Sept 14, 11 am-3pm Municipal Hall,
1903 Mt Newton Cross Rd

Climate Friendly Homes and
Rebates Presentation
Presented by CityGreen Solutions,
Sat, Sept 21, 2-3 pm Fire Station #1, 1512
Keating Cross Rd

STELLYS CROSS ROAD BENEFITS
FROM SIDEWALK AND CROSSWALK
Tsartlip First Nation and Central Saanich are
pleased to able to address a high priority
pedestrian concern on Stellys Cross Road. A new
one-kilometre long sidewalk with lighting and a
crosswalk with flashing lights are close to being
completed. Indigenous Services Canada funded
the $1.6-million project, Central Saanich has also
made a financial contribution to the project and
will assume ownership and maintenance of the
infrastructure once built.

Electric Vehicles and E-Bikes

Everything you’ve ever wanted to know
about charging. Sat, Oct 5, 11 am Cultural
Centre, 1209 Clarke Rd

Bonfire and Fireworks

Join the Lions Club and the Fire Department
at Centennial Park, Thurs, Oct 31, 7:30pm

Tree Appreciation Day

2019 CITIZEN SATIFACTION SURVEY

Join us in planting at Centennial Park,
Sat, Nov 2, 10 am-noon

This winter we are conducting a citizen satisfaction
survey to help Council and staff better understand
citizen needs and expectations. It is an opportunity
for you to share your views about the quality of
life in Central Saanich, which services are most
important to you and where there is need for
improvement.

Remembrance Day Service

Join the community at the cenotaph in
Brentwood’s Pioneer Park, 1209 Clarke Rd,
Mon, Nov 11, 10:45 am

The survey is for Central Saanich residents only.
A professional research company will conduct a
random sample of citizens by phone. This approach
is the most scientific way to hear from broad range
of residents throughout the community.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
The municipality would appreciate a small group of
volunteers to assist with organizing the important
Remembrance Day service as well as setting up
on the morning of. If you’re able to assist, please
email community.service@csaanich.ca.

CONNECT WITH
CENTRAL SAANICH

See the Community Events Calendar
on our website.

250.652.4444

follow @csaanich on twitter

centralsaanich.ca

municipal.hall@csaanich.ca

