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MESSAGE FROM YOUR COUNCIL
We are almost halfway through the ﬁnal year of our Council term, and we
are busy working on the 39 priori�es we set for 2018 and subsequent years.
These were selected based on need, our Oﬃcial Community Plan and
available funding. Since January, we have seen progress on a number of major
ini�a�ves, which are featured in this issue.
In the coming months you
will hear about the new
Climate Leadership Plan we
are developing. It builds
on the collec�ve work of
council and staﬀ over the
past decade to take ac�on
locally on climate change.
It will include adding solar
panels to a municipal
building roof, increasing the
amount of electric vehicle
and electric bike charging
sta�ons in the region and
more. The 30-year plan will
be published on our website
this summer.

AFFORDABLE
HOUSING SUPPLY
CLIMATE LEADERSHIP
Our Way Forward
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Staﬀ will also be launching a study to review the District’s housing policy for
residen�al inﬁll and densiﬁca�on. The goal is to create a plan for desirable
residen�al growth in neighbourhoods and sustainable densiﬁca�on of
village centres in a manner sensi�ve to the character of Central Saanich. This
important work begins next month and will take approximately two years to
complete. It will involve lots of opportuni�es for public input and we hope you
get involved. The two open houses will take place June 13th and 16th. See the
enclosed pamphlet for loca�on and �mes.
We would like to thank the members of our ﬁre department and police service,
whom con�nue to dedicate themselves to making our community a safe
place to live. Our ﬁre department has enhanced our mutual aid agreements
with North Saanich and Sidney wherein all three of our ﬁre departments will
respond to any structural ﬁres on the peninsula as soon as the call comes
in. Central Saanich Police are hos�ng a number of community sessions on
important topics, such as traﬃc and cyber safety (see cspolice.ca), and are
phasing in the use of the new regional dispatch service.
We look forward to the many exci�ng projects ahead in 2018, and, as always,
we invite you to join us at Council mee�ngs or contact us with your thoughts.
Please see csaanich.ca/curren�ni�a�ves for the latest updates on these
projects.
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A pressing concern is the community’s
supply of aﬀordable housing. We are
commi�ed to increasing the diversity
of housing op�ons, such as subsidized
housing, market rentals, townhouses,
duplexes, smaller homes and suites.
Since 2006, when secondary suites
were permi�ed in the community, the
District has approved 262 new suites,
providing both rental housing, and a
mortgage helper for home owners.
In the last three years Council has
approved 49 units of aﬀordable
housing, which includes 40 units to
be built at 7247 West Saanich Rd (to
be managed by the Greater Victoria
Housing Society), eight units within
the Marigold development, and one
Habitat for Humanity lot in the East
Saanich/Jeﬀree subdivision. The
District has also contributed more
than half a million dollars to the
Capital Regional District’s Housing
Trust Fund.
In late 2017, Council implemented
the District’s Community Amenity
Contribu�on Policy, where for each
new housing unit created through
a rezoning process, $2000 may be
dedicated by the developer to the
District’s Aﬀordable Housing Fund, to
be used for future Aﬀordable Housing
projects in the community.

F I R E S TAT I O N
ENERGY
C O N S E R VAT I O N

Fire Hall #1 on Kea�ng Cross Road was built
using many sustainable technologies?
Rain water is collected in ﬁve 900-gallon storage tanks.
The water is used for truck washing and building
maintenance.
A geothermal energy loop provides energy to run the
building.
Solar panels on the roof heat the building’s water
supply.
A stormwater management system slows and ﬁlters
runoﬀ before it enters the District’s stormwater
system.
Na�ve, drought-tolerant plants ﬁlter stormwater
contaminants and slow run-oﬀ.
A bio-pond at the lowest corner of the site captures
excess water used during training.
The children’s play area has a recycled-rubber surface.
Light pavement was used instead of asphalt to reﬂect
solar rays and keep the temperature of the area lower.

ELEC TION
The next General Vo�ng Day in Central Saanich
is Saturday, October 20, 2018. Eligible voters
are asked to elect the Mayor, six Councillors
and two School Board Trustees for Saanich
School District 63. These elected oﬃcials are
entrusted with making decisions that directly
aﬀect the daily lives of residents, families, local
business owners and others in our community.
If you are interested in running for oﬃce or
want to know if you are registered to vote, see
csaanich.ca/elec�on.

Saanichton gets a new crosswalk

You may have no�ced construc�on on a new
crosswalk in Saanichton Village, on East Saanich
Road. The new crosswalk will help ensure the
safety of pedestrians in the area.

Property tax and
Home Owner Grant
deadline: July 3
Once you receive your tax no�ce, claim your
Home Owner Gant online at ehog.csaanich.
ca or ﬁll out the Home Owner Grant at the
bo�om of your property tax no�ce and return
it to Municipal Hall by the deadline.

Saanich Fair turns 150!

The Saanich Fair will take place for the
150th �me this Labour Day weekend.
Congratula�ons and thank you to all those
who have been involved over the year for
providing enjoyment to our community and
showcasing our local producers.

New path for Stelly’s Cross Road
TAX NOTICES:
WATCH YOUR MAILBOX
If you are a property owner, expect a tax no�ce around
the end of May. If you have not received your tax no�ce
by early June, please contact us at 250.544.4206.

A new mul�-use path will be located
between Gowdy and Tomlinson to provide
a safe oﬀ-street route for high school youth
and members of the public. The path will
be completed prior to the 150th Saanich
Fair, and will support access to and from the
fairground.

centralsaanich.ca

Brentwood Bay moorage

Based on the community’s desire to improve the bay, we applied
for a “Licence of Occupa�on” from the Province of BC for an area
of Brentwood Bay. This will allow us to regulate moorage buoys in
the area. The inten�on is to make progress on exis�ng issues and
lessen the likelihood of new issues.

What we heard

To moor your boat in Brentwood Bay you will need to:
• Ensure your mooring buoy and vessel are safe, seaworthy
and in compliance with Federal and Provincial regula�ons
• Ensure the use of your vessel complies with applicable
bylaws, including the restric�ons related to ﬂoa�ng
storage units and docks
• Enter into an annual lease agreement with the District
• Pay an annual fee to cover the cost of regula�ng mooring
(the program will be cost neutral).

from the community

A�er hearing concern from the community
about Brentwood Bay waters, we conducted
a consulta�on last year.
This is what we heard:
• One of the strongest messages from
the Tsartlip community was the desire
to use the harbour as a food source. The
Bay is currently closed to harves�ng due
to contamina�on.
• Sewage discharge and garbage
from vessels in the area was the most
signiﬁcant concern for the community.
• 90% of respondents support the
Saanich Inlet being a ‘no sewage dump
zone’.
• 89% support strict enforcement of
the required holding tank law.
• Abandoned and sunken vessels were
the next highest concern, followed by
the accumula�on of too many vessels
and naviga�ng the crowded waters
safely.
• There is a high concern about
unlicensed and possibly uninsured
vessels (84%).

The green shaded area is the proposed
Licence of Occupa�on Area
The yellow channels are the proposed
naviga�onal channels

• Naviga�onal channels were a concern
for 69% of the survey respondents.
• Only 4% of respondents disagreed
with regula�ng the number of buoys in
Brentwood Bay.
If you own a mooring buoy in the area or
would like more informa�on, please visit
centralsaanich.ca/brentwoodbay

Does the commi�ee represent a cross sec�on of the community?

The Brentwood Bay Open Moorage Advisory Commi�ee provides advice to Council and helps inform stakeholders and the community. The commi�ee is comprised of members from many stakeholder groups, including
Tsartlip First Na�ons, boaters and community members.

Does the District assume the responsibili�es of other levels of government?

The Federal and Provincial agencies maintain their responsibili�es, such as for removing vessels from the ocean.

How does this impact people living in the bay?

Individuals currently living on their boat in the bay are recommended for ﬁrst priority for moorings buoys.
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Budget 2018 Invests
In Community

This year, in addi�on to maintaining
services to our growing community, we
con�nue to invest in future infrastructure
replacement (the District is taking important steps toward
managing the long term sustainability of the community’s
assets and services), Council’s priority projects and new
funding for public safety. The proposed property tax
increase is 2.97% or $58 to the average home, and it is
consistent with other local governments and lower than
our ﬁve-year average.

National Aboriginal Day is June 21
June 21 is National Aboriginal Day. This is a day
for all Canadians to recognize and celebrate the
unique heritage, diverse cultures and outstanding
contributions of First Nations, Inuit and Métis
peoples. The summer solstice was chosen for
National Aboriginal Day because for generations,
many Indigenous Peoples and communities have
celebrated their culture and heritage on or near
this day due to the significance of the summer
solstice as the longest day of the year.

Newman Farm Case Study
The Newman Farm case
study is now part of the
oﬃcial Teaching Guide for
the textbook, Food, Farms,
and Community: Exploring
Food Systems. The 100-yearold Newman Farm was
donated to the District of
Central Saanich by John and
Henry Newman in 2003. The
Farmlands Trust Society has
been gradually returning
the Saanichton farm to
ac�ve agricultural uses. Visit
farmlandstrust.org or email
farmlandstrust@gmail.com
to learn about volunteering
at and dona�ng to the farm.

Where to find more information

If you see a project you would like more informa�on on, please
email municipal.hall@csaanich.ca
You can also visit csaanich.ca for contact informa�on and project
updates. While you’re there, check out:
• ‘Rezoning Applica�ons’ for current applica�ons under review
• ‘Resource Library’ for strategic plans and more
• ‘Current Ini�a�ves’ for updates on priority projects
• ‘News’ for important informa�on from the District

CONNECT WITH
CENTRAL SAANICH

250.652.4444

Memorial cenotaph plans finalized

In March we sought community feedback on the memorial
cenotaph, which will be built in Pioneer Park (where the
library and cultural centre are situated) in Brentwood
Bay. The loca�on will accommodate ceremonial public
gatherings, such as the Remembrance Day ceremony,
and it will also be conducive to solitary contempla�on.
We will be breaking ground soon and look forward to the
inaugural Remembrance Day ceremony in Pioneer Park
on November 11, 2018 (the ceremony was previously
held outside Municipal Hall). We will be breaking ground
a�er Labour Day, following the Music in the Park events.

municipal.hall@csaanich.ca
follow @csaanich on twi�er
centralsaanich.ca

