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The volunteer members of the Peninsula 
Disaster Response/Search and Rescue Team 
provide a very important service to the 
Peninsula communities of Central Saanich, 
North Saanich, and Sidney.  This team is 
generally known as PEMO SAR 
 
The members of the PEMO SAR team consist 
of a dedicated group of men and women 
who train monthly in the techniques of both 
wilderness and urban search and rescue. 
Presently the training schedule involves a 
1 1/2—2 hour meeting on the evening of the 
second Tuesday of the month, followed by a 
training exercise the next Saturday.  This 
exercise generally takes about 3—6 hours 
commencing at 9am. 
 
A certified course is offered by the Justice 
Institute of British Columbia in Ground Search 
and Rescue (GSAR).  This course covers areas 
such as Search Organization, 
Wilderness Navigation, Searcher Skills and 
Search Tactics. 
 
Further, members receive training in First Aid, 
CPR, Fire Suppression, Communications 
(radio) ie: The Canadian Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, Amateur Radio, Police & Fire 
Departments and other area Search and 
Rescue Teams. 



Neighbourhood Emergency 

Preparedness Course 

NEPP is made up of volunteers from your 
community with the sole purpose to provide 
information and guidance to individuals, 
families, businesses and neighbours in 
preparing for a disaster. 
 
A disaster is an event that overwhelms all 
existing local emergency resources.  In the 
event of a disaster you will be on your own 
for a minimum of three days.  What if you are 
separated from your family, who will look out 
for them?  What if they are injured?  What if 
someone in your area needs assistance, 
would you know what to do? 

 
When you participate in a presentation you 
can gain peace of mind for yourself and your 
family.  It only takes a couple of 
neighbourhood get-togethers before you 
have the necessary information and skills, then 
you and your neighbours will be prepared to 
assist each other in an emergency. 

Neighbourhood 
Programs Work 

Emergency Support Services 

(ESS) 

Emergency Support Services (ESS) is a 
program that provides short term disaster 
relief for our 3 municipalities in the event of 
fire, flood, earthquake or other emergency. 
 
ESS depends on community volunteers to 
plan and provide for the essential needs of 
individuals, families and response workers.  
This may include food, lodging, clothing, 
emotional support and family unification. 
 
We develop liaisons with community 
businesses willing to share their resources in 
times of trouble.  The task of planning for 
disasters requires energy and creativity, and 
depends on the commitment and dedication 
of many volunteers. 

Communications Group 

The Communications Group is composed 
primarily of Amateur Radio Operators. 
The group provides support to Emergency 
Operations Centers (EOC’s), Emergency 
Support Services and Search & Rescue 
Programs. 
 
In the event of a natural or manmade disaster, 
the telephone and cellular phone systems 
could be inoperable or simply overloaded. 
 
Our goal is to provide a communications link 
between agencies, such as area municipalities 
or the Provincial Government. 
 
The Communications Group encourages 
Amateurs and anyone interested in joining 
our team to tune to: 
 
 

146.490 MHz on 
Wednesdays at 19:00 hrs for the 

evening “net” or during any emergency 


